Emma Reed

[llustration Senior BFA Thesis
The World of Hefrara

Artist's Statement

For my senior illustration thesis, I have created a concept book for the world called
“Hefrara”. Over the past school year, I developed seven cultural groups who live in the world of
Hefrara. Many of the things I have concepted include cultural patterns, maps and locations,
costume, cuisine, weapons, languages, and histories. I have created these concepts to be used as
the backdrop for a graphic novel.

In the introduction of each culture, I explain a brief background and what role they will
play at the beginning of the plot. The story will follow two characters, Esha, a young nanny
haunted by her mother’s shade, and Khatu, an impromptu diplomat out to save her family from
a war they cannot win.

The goal of this project was not just to create a world for a High Fantasy graphic novel to
take place in, but to create sensitively coded cultures so people of all backgrounds can see
characters who look like them go on epic adventures and have life changing journeys. I used well
known High Fantasy tropes, such as epic cross country adventures, lost heirs to the throne, and
traditional elements such as the bow and arrow and longsword. In the process of using these
tropes, I re-examined their histories, such as the trope of the “exotic orient” or “damsel in
distress” to replace these outdated cliches with new locations and plot devices that better

represent readers today.
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