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In my mind, I would make notes of every apple tree, where the best spots to
pick berries were, and every bump to drive over slowly on the ATVs. These
times I spent outdoors were very comforting and helped to form the foundation

of my studio practice.






















Death Bloom, 2023, Cast glass, Flameworked glass, Metal wire



Death Bloom, 2023, Cast glass, Flameworked glass, Metal wire
(Detail)



Immersive Isolation, 2023, Encased flameworked glass
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Crystal Palka
Cleveland, OH | (716) 545-3253 | crystal.palka2@gmail.com

EDUCATION

Cleveland Institute of Art, Cleveland, OH May 2023
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Glass

GPA at Graduation: 3.8

Gund Family Scholarship (Awarded Based on Merit)

EXPERIENCE

BJs Wholesale Club, Buffalo, NY + Cleveland, OH

Bakery Clerk/Cake Decorator June 2021 - May 2022
Interact with customers to receive and deliver orders in a timely manner

Utilize and reload equipment to efficiently produce items for orders and to stock shelves

Cleveland Institute of Art, Cleveland, OH
Metals Studio Technical Assistant September 2020 - May 2021
Maintaining studio cleanliness by organizing workstations and making minor repairs to tools

to create a safe and productive environment

Teaching Assistant, CIA Pre-College Program July 10 - July 23, 2022
Assist with instructing high school students on the basics of glassblowing

Utilize creative thinking and my glassworking knowledge to help the students make ideas they
design

Holiday Sale Vendor December 2022 and 2021
Designed and created a large number of glass products including jewelry, vases, cups, and
ornaments

Conversed with people as they looked at products to help promote our work and encourage

sales

Studio Assistant, Cleveland, OH October 2021 - December 2022
For glass artist Michael Mikula

Polish pieces on pumice and cerium wheels

Inspect the glass for any flaws such as scratches, chips, or cracks

Wash and dry pieces to prepare them for shows



GALLERY SHOWS
Cleveland Institute of Art, Cleveland, OH
Values of Craft, Cleveland Institute of Art February 2022

Co-curated and participated in a junior craft student exhibition with 5 glass pieces

76th Student Independent Exhibition, Cleveland Institute of Art February
2022

Participated in a juried student-led exhibition with a blown glass piece about self-growth

77th Student Independent Exhibition, Cleveland Institute of Art February
2023

Participated in a juried student-led exhibition with a flameworked and hot-sculpted glass piece

Risk + Discovery, Cleveland Institute of Art April 2023
A glass exhibition highlighting 50 years of innovation at CIA

LEADERSHIP

Cleveland Institute of Art, Cleveland, OH

Glass Guild Vice President November 2021 - May 2023
Assisted in producing over-glass items to sell and raise money for educational trips. Raised over 12k
towards trips to the Corning Museum of Glass and the Glass Art Society conference in Tacoma, WA
in 2022. Funded a trip to Murano, Italy in 2023.

Attended Student Leadership Council meetings to share the Glass Guilds agenda with other clubs

PUBLICATIONS April 20, 2023
Fifty years of creativity in studio art glass explored in Cleveland Institute of Art exhibition,
Cleveland Plain Dealer, Steven Litt

COMMISSIONS

Faculty and Staff Bake-Off Trophy March 2023
I was commissioned to design and create a cupcake-inspired trophy for the bake-off winner

The cupcake was solid glass that was sandblasted and adhered to a wooden base that I fabricated

SKILLS

Manual Skills: Knowledge of hot shop, solid flameworking, and coldworking equipment (furnaces,
reheating chambers, kilns, flameworking torches, lapidary wheel, belt sander, etc.)

Knowledge in metal working (soldering, filing, cutting, hammering, and annealing)

Digital Skills: Adobe Illustrator, Rhinoceros 7






(Left to Right) Liz Clarke, Ian Rapp, Annie O’Brien, Crystal Palka, Sarah Kemp, Ben Johnson, Sylvia Altman

Thank you,

To my professors Ben Johnson, Zac Gorell, and Kathy Buszkiewicz

for continuously encouraging me to keep making and to learn from my
failures. I am endlessly grateful to have had your support throughout my
college experience and to take your teachings with me as I pursue future

endeavors.

And to all of my friends who have been with me through this all, I can’t
say thank you enough for helping become the person I am today. I

couldn’t have done this without you.



