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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8cqn1p9jej8
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“Ecological Relationships at Monk Botanical Gardens” Artist Statement

Up to this point, my professional career as a Scientific Illustrator has been marked by a
fascination with life science, environmental education, and science communication. I have spent
the last two summers interning at the Monk Botanical Gardens where I was first their
horticulture intern and then their education intern. I spent the entire summer digging in dirt,
finding bugs, watching snakes slither by, and at the same time, showing children from the ages of
3-12 all of these fascinating critters. I got to explain to them what makes a plant an invasive
species and show them how buoyancy works with leaf boats. During all of this, I was creating
interactive booklets and signage for the garden. I had the opportunity to educate a wider audience
verbally and through my illustrations, while sharing my passion for nature and the environment.

For my senior thesis project, I combined my passion for nature, the environment, and my
experiences with my scientific illustration techniques to create a unique interactive experience
for visitors of the Monk Botanical Gardens. I explain the five main ecological relationships
(mutualism, commensalism, parasitism, predation, and competition) through twelve interactive
asset pages, alongside an opening mural of the garden. This establishes a setting for the project
that is familiar to the users and is visually stunning. In addition, a sign was created that features
an image from the project, a qr code, and a link to the interactive, that can be installed alongside
the pond at the garden.

Each asset page has an explanation of the ecological relationship, in addition to information on
the geographic range, size, habitat, and conservation status of the species. The twelve asset pages
featured are: great blue heron, common buckthorn, turkey vulture, barred owl, groundhog,
monarch butterfly, bullfrog, ghost pipe, lichen, giant water beetle, painted turtle, and common
turtle leech. Along the side, there are 8 buttons that take the user home, to a glossary, to the
garden’s website, to a map of the garden, to the credits page, a help page, the sources, and a
trophic level illustration. The trophic level illustration features all organisms in this project and
where they fall in a food web.

Throughout the project, I used my skills as a scientific illustrator to research, illustrate, and code
a complex topic, making it approachable for a wider audience. The illustrations have a whimsical
feel while being scientifically accurate and educational all while representing the garden.
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