
Artist Statement - Jane Tierney - Illustration 

	 For my thesis project I created a fully illustrated picture book and two 

accompanying dummy books as a pitch for a children’s book series. The first and fully 

illustrated book is Marm and the Crazy Quilt which follows Marm, a hairless cat who 

loves to craft. In this book she creates a quilt so big and beautiful that she doesn’t 

know what to do with it, until she shares it with new friends. 


	 The following book, Marm and the Museum Trip, Marm explores an art museum 

and feels compelled to fix her mistake when she accidentally breaks a work of art. The 

third book Marm and the Garden Guests has Marm learning the importance of bees. 

All of the books have Marm tackling new problems with creativity and fun. 


	 I chose to create picture books because, after falling in love with the medium 

here at CIA, I hope to pursue a career in children’s book illustration and wanted a 

project I could pitch to publishers and continue working on happily. Marm and the 

Crazy Quilt is a finished book, and Marm and the Museum Trip and Marm and the 

Garden Guests are completed dummies but I feel the series has so much space to 

grow and I intend to pursue developing it. 


	 I wanted my thesis work to include stories that featured an odd zany and 

unique protagonist that audiences can relate to and find comfort in. These stories 

highlight the fun in creative outlets, and how being yourself helps bring people 

together. I intended to encourage children to follow what inspires them and show the 

good that can come from fearless creative pursuits. 
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