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This project is the first chapter of a graphic novel, called Sleep on a Grave, that focuses 

on themes of redefining relationships with family, letting go of the past, and exploring the deep 

friendships formed between LGBTQ+ folks in small towns. In the small isolated town Kafur, a 

group of four friends--Hamal, Roshan, Samir, and Zain--find comfort in their relationships with 

each other while their home population is destroyed by a ghost who is released by a flood. In 

order to find closure and manage her grief, Hamal wants to find answers as to how her parents 

disappeared in the flood. She stumbles into the path of the ghost, who helps reveal to her that 

her parents weren’t the people she thought they were. Roshan, a newcomer who has only lived 

in town as a shepherd for a year, bribes his mentor to surgically alter his body so no one will find 

out he is transgender and force him to go back to his previous home, only to get blackmailed by 

his mentor as conditions in town deteriorate. Samir hunts for a way to get out from under the 

oppressive influence of his controlling mother and the unappealing future she has decided for 

him. His mother rapidly starts tightening her leash on him when people in town disappear, 

ultimately putting him and his family in worse danger. Zain must navigate a tense relationship 

with his father, turned abusive after his mother disappears. As the ghost wittles down the town 

population, the main characters are forced to face their problems as tensions run high, testing 

the limits of their friendships. By the end, all but Hamal have overcome their demons. She holds 

her friends back until she uncovers the whole truth about her grandmother and parents’ 

involvement 19 years ago in the death of a baby who would have been her older sister, returned 

as a ghost. Hamal finally reaches the closure needed to leave her old life behind and move on 

to a brighter future with her friends, escaping the ruins of the town as the floodwaters finally 

recede.  

Sleep on a Grave brings representation of LGBTQ+ and Lebanese coded individuals to 

fiction comics, adding diversity to the genre. The story is based on real life experiences with 

images seen during sleep paralysis, unhealthy family dynamics, and friendships borne through 

solidarity. The target audience is people aged sixteen to twenty and LGBTQ+ folks. The bulk of 

the project is working on the first forty-four pages of a full color graphic novel along with visual 

development for main characters, secondary characters, and environments. The art is a 

combination of traditional and digital media, with final pencils that are done with traditional 

materials and colors that are applied digitally. The goal of the mixed media approach is to 

develop a technique that is efficient and a visual style that is recognizable yet still belongs 

among the work of other artists in the field. 
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-story time will 
have to pick up 
again another day!

UGHHH

began his trek back to the home of the master weaver to request a new coat.

however, when he knocked 
on the weaver’s door, on 
it was a sign that said-
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