






COVID-19 has heightened our sensitivity to health and safety. As cautious as we 
are now about the way we live our day to day lives, the majority of us still 
want to go back to as normal as possible, just in a safe way. Movie theaters 
have always been an escape for many people. There is nothing like grabbing a 
bucket of popcorn and experiencing the magic of watching a film on the big 

screen, but how safe are these movie theaters now in this new reality?



Though there were drive-ins as early as the 1910’s, the first patented drive-in was 
opened on June 6th, 1933 by Richard Hollingshead in New Jersey. 

He created it as a solution for people unable to comfortably fit into smaller 
movie theater seats after creating a mini drive-in for his mother.

The success of Hollingshead’s drive-in caused more and more drive-ins to appear 
in every state in the country and spread internationally as well. 



They maintained popularity as both a space for families 
to spend time with each other as well as an afforable 
date night.

Drive-ins gained immense popularity 20 years later during the 1950’s 
and ‘60s with the Baby Boomer generation. 

There were over 5,000 drive-ins throughout the U.S. most of them 
being in rural areas.



During the ‘70s oil crisis, people downsized their cars in 
order to save money on the inflated cost of gas, making it 
uncomfortable to watch movies at the drive-in. 

To make up for lost revenue, drive-ins began losing their 
family-friendly atmosphere by showing exploitation films 
like slasher horrors as well as adult content. 

Drive-ins slowly started to lose their appeal.





the vcr started to become a mass market consumer product in the 
united states in the late 1970’s.

the development of the vcr made it more appealing to stay at home 
and watch movies without paying for a movie at the drive-in.

with the combination of the oil crisis and the vcr release, it was 
really the ‘70s when drive-ins started to die off.





To have an effective drive-in accommodating everything required, it 
has to be on atleast 15 acres of land.

economically speaking, it became more practical for owners to close 
their drive-ins and sell the land to developers for multi-building 
complexes and malls being built at the time.

today, there are less 
than 300 drive-ins 
in the United States.





The movie theater industry has been around for over 100 
years, but unprecedented times have created a perfect 
storm for the demise of movie theaters.

the pandemic has forced movie theaters nationwide to close 
or drastically change their policies in order to adhere to 
social distancing and public health and safety measures.

Steadily declining ticket sales and now-shuttered movie 
theaters and palaces nationwide have put the fates of 
Movie theaters in question.



58%
of adults are still not comfortable 

returning to a movie theater, 
according to the most recent 
survey of 2,200 us adults by 

morning consultant.

81%75%
of movie theaters that were open 
in 2019 are back open with new 

precautions in place following cdc 
guidelines for the health and safety 

of everyone.

decrease of Box Office ticket sales 
From Pre-Pandemic Times, with 2019 

sales reaching over $5.6 billion, 
and 2021 sales reaching just over 

$1 billion



2024
Global box office revenue for movie theaters is not expected to return to 
pre-pandemic levels until atleast 2023, possibly exceeding them in 2024.




















































