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 Artist Statement 

 A Galaxy Between Us is a picture book that speaks to 
divorce and separation. My story acts as a tool for children 

to navigate and identify big emotions they might be 
experiencing during a major life change, such as divorce. 
Inspired by folk lore and personal experience the story 

follows the Sun, Moon, and their child Star, as they 
navigate the stressful and new experience of divorce. 
They find peace within their situation and realize that 
nothing is worse because of it. Sometimes things are 

not meant to be. 

 While Critter Patter is a character based surface 
design brand. It explores the applicatin of stories and how 

you might find small stories in everyday life. The goal for this 
collection is that it would be able to expand to include new 

and recurring characters for other seasons and 
holidays. Though it’s geared towards children the 

collection was designed to be whimsical but sophisticated 
enough for multiple age groups to enjoy.  

 After going through the creative process and seeing both 
projects come to resolution, it has gotten me excited about 
creating! I was able to experiment and try new and different 
techniques to render my images. Being able to freely explore 

has allowed me to grow signifigantly as an artist as well as 
impliment the things I’ve learned into my daily practice. See-

ing these techniuqes applied has helped me realize that I 
have reached my goals successfully. 



Fall Semester Project:

 A Galaxy Between Us is a children’s Picture book that 
speaks to divorce and separation and the plot is inspired from 
folklore and personal experience.  
 The story revolves around The Sun, Moon and their child, 
Star. The story is told from the child’s point of view as they 
navigate this new and stressful event of divorce. By the end of 
the story they come to peace with their situation and realize that 
though their life has changed things are not worse because of it. 
Some things are just not meant to be and that’s okay. 
 Coming from a divorced family I have spent most of my life 
finding peace within my own
situation however, I was always 
thankful to have both parents in my 
life no matter how hard it was at
times. I always knew that I wouldn’t 
want my family any other way.

The Goal...
To create a picture book that serves as a tool 

for children to navigate complex emotions
 surrounding divorce and separation in an 

appealing and relatable way.

Goals for deliverables... 

-6 full color illustrations
-Book cover design 
-5 page or spreadv illustrations
-Printed dummy book with full story sketched to tight pencils 
also including finished illustrations. 

-Create strong relatable characters
-Experiment with style, texture, and hand lettering



Final Illustartions 
with Tight Pencils

 Images that are completed and ready for a
dummy book layout that would be used to present 
to a publisher. 

Final storyboard
Title Page 2 & 3 

Cover page 1



Page 6 & 7

end Page 4 & 5

Page 10 & 11

Page 8 & 9



Page 14 & 15

Page 12 & 13

Page 18 & 19

Page 16 & 17



Page 22 & 23

Page 20 & 21

Page 26 & 27

Page 24 & 25



End Page 30 & 31

Page 28 & 29
Cover page 32



The Process



Target Auidence... 

Children 4-8
 -Children of divorced parents
 -Children going through some 
   kind of family hardship 

 -Parents or family wanting to give 
   support and/or guidance to their child.  

 Unfortunately divorce and separation is 
something many kids have to face. Roughly one 
in two children will see their parent’s marriage 
breakup. 36.6% of all marriages in the US will end 
in divorce, leaving the current number of divorces 

each year around 750,000. 

Market... 

 The market size of the children’s book
 publishing industry in the US has grown 0.8% 
per year on average between 2016 and 2021. 
The market size is expected to increase 2.6% in 
2021. Measured by revenue, the market size is 
$2.0b in 2021.  

Book Publishing Companies
Kane Miller
ABDO
Flying Eye
Peachtree Publishers 
Bright Agency



Existing Examples of Books Like this... 

 Many of the books that are out there really 
only speak to what a divorce means. What do 
the words and different terms mean? Why do 
families change? As a child these family changes 
are not your fault. What worries does the child 
have?

There’s a hole for a story that helps the child 
come to peace with their life changes.

Influence from Folklore...

 In almost every culture around the world there is 
some form of story that revolves around the idea of the 
sun and moon having some kind of relationship. 
 Whether they are lovers, siblings, mother and 
daughter or father and son. The quote is vague enough 
that it can be applied to almost any relationship
 scenario. Most spin off of the story why the sun chases 
the moon. Many describing why there is day and night 
or include lessons in true classic folk story fashion. 
 Keeping these ideas in mind my story pursues the 
lesson of loving your family no matter the hardships you 
go through and learning that no one in your family will 
love you less because of it.

 The anology of the sun and the moon having 
been in a married relationship felt like the perfect 
impossible relationship to portray. It simply speaks to 
how somethings are not meant to be and we have to 
find acceptance in that. Because if the sun and moon 
were always seen together there would not be day and 
night as we know it. and there are wonderful things to 
experience in both.



The Story
Would you ever guess that the sun and the moon were in love once? 
Long ago they were even married!  Together they had a child-me!  
We were a happy family.

But then they no longer got along and decided to get a divorce. 
Now they live light years away from each other. that’s very far 
away! They were not married anymore.

My life is very different now. Sometimes I stay with mom… and oth-
er times with Dad.

Some days it feels like I am going back and forth and back and 
forth between them. It  makes me feel tired...

Other days I feel all alone because my friends don’t understand 
why my parents don’t live together. Sometimes it feels like I’m the 
only kid with a family so far apart. It makes me feel sad that we 
can’t all be together.

Dad says that all families are different. Some are big and some are 
small. Others all live together and others galaxies away from one 
another. It’s okay to not be happy all the time. Some families fight, 
or get sad, but they still care about one another. Sometimes fami-
lies have to work towards making things better even if that means 

they can’t all be together.

Mom tells me how she feels sad sometimes, too. She says it’s okay 
to feel worried, mad, happy, sad or everything all at once. Some-
times grownups feel this way too. She asks me to tell her how I 
feel…  I say… “I feel sad that my family lives far apart!”  “I feel  mad 
that I have to live this way with no say so”!  “I feel worried about how 
all of this will affect my life!” “It all makes me feel bad!”

Then I say, “but something does make me feel happy... because 
now Mom and Dad won’t be sad anymore. You both will be happy 
again, smile and laugh again, maybe it isn’t so bad after all.”

I like spending time with Mom and Dad even if it isn’t at the same 
time. They still love me just as much as they always have.

Even though they don’t want to spend time together doesn’t mean 
they don’t want to spend time with me. They still play with me and 
teach me new things and give me lots of hugs and kisses. And now 
there is a whole new universe of things we can try together. Just 
the two of us. And maybe it won’t be so different either. We can do 
all the old things together, too.

My home is not like other homes and my family is not like other fam-
ilies but I think I like it that way.

My home is where the people I love are and where I am loved  too!



Visual Inspiration
Chaaya Prabhat 
-does a lot of work for picture books and book covers 
-also does a lot of digital stickers (for facebook, snapchat etc)  

I really enjoy their use of color and texture as well as the way they 
create bold fun shapes 

Cocorrina & co tarot decks 
-Husband-wife team Corina 
Nika and Theo Dadamis
-Tarot card deck company

I really love the limited 
color and elegance that ev-
ery piece has. 

Moodboard
While doing visual research I was inspired by the use of shape language 
and bright limited color. I also enjoy how the charaters depicted here are 
soft and lovable as well. 



Character Development



Storyboards
 This process took lots of trial and error to get 
the flow of the story to feel just right. Once I was 
satisfied with my page layouts I redrew them so 
that each page would be ready for rendering. 



Spring Semester Project:
Licensing Collection 

 Critter Patter is a character based surface 
design brand. For this project a spring outside 
activity themed collection was created. However 
in the future this brand would expand for other 
seasons and holidays to create collections with 
new and repeating characters, that could be used for 
a variety of seasonal and everyday items.

This collection is geared towards childrens room 
decor however the goal is to be able to make 
images that could be used on a variety of objects 
to increase the versatility of the work. 

The Goal...
To create a licensing collection created in a 

whimsical rendering style in order for it to be fun and 
sophisticated for people of all age groups to enjoy. 

Goals for deliverables... 

-3 focal images
-6 Patterns (3 busy and 3 accent) 
-Asset Sheet
-Place designs on relevant mock ups 

-Create strong relatable characters
-Experiment with style, texture, and hand lettering



Focal patterns

Focal Images

Accent patterns



Asset Sheet Assets



Application

Home Goods

My hope is that my designs can be applied on a variety of different 
products. Some example applications include home items and bedroom 
decor, apparel, and stationary. 



Apparel



Stationary 



The Process



Target Auidence... 

School age children 
Teens 
Young Adults 
Anyone who enjoys whimsical things 

 From personal experience while shopping, whimsical 
and fun items are only marketed towards children and 
sometimes they are not available at all towards adults 
or perhaps they cross a line of being too childish for an 
adult to enjoy. I want to fill that hole and create work 
that any age group can enjoy and utilize.

Everyone deserves to have fun things in their life that 
simply makes them happy!

Market... 
2022 Trend Forecast:

-Earth-Inspired Prints
-Community and Heritage–Inspired 
Patterns
- Bold Botanicals
-Animal-Prints
-Retro

What’s out?:

- strong, bold patterns, such as chevron,
fish scale, and lattice, geometric
patterns, in general.

Color Pallette of the year:

Muted Earth tones soft “floral” colors

Market Opportunities

-Lilla Rogers Studios
-Bright Agency
-Plum Pudding
-Paper Source
-Target



Existing Examples on Spoonflower... 

 Places like spoonflower are one of the few 
places to find surface designs that are whimsical 
yet sophisticated. However you cannot find full
collections.
 
Some aspects that I think make these images 
work for this purpose is the use of muted limited 
color pallettes, a mix of sharp and round shapes, 
the use of shape language for characters, and 
sometimes textures.



Visual Inspiration
 I was again very inspired by folk artists and how they create 
their characters with very fun and whimsical shapes. I researched 
these styles to reference while designing my characters as well 
as to study their limited color pallettes. Using the features that I 
thought created successful images per my perameters of my 
projects goals.

 Toile patterning was also a large influnce as it was a type of 
patterning that allowed for vignettes of story moments which is 
important for the role of my characters throughout the collection.



Brand Inspiration
 I was inspired by the Sanrio brand as it has so many 
characters and they are still adding new ones. I enjoyed the simple 
profiles of all the characters personalities and how each is 
memorable and lovable for their own reasons. With those ideas in 
mind that is how I approached designing my own charcters. 
I wanted my characters to all have unique personalities that could 
be showcased in different ways but still allowed for additional 
characters.

 I was also inspired by Targets Pillowfort brand. Though it is 
geared towards childrens decor and other items, it has a 
sophistacated feel which makes it suitable for adults as well.



Character Development



Theme Development
 During this stage I was trying to zero in on exactly the theme 
I wanted to create. I knew I wanted a spring collection but through 
sketching I found what spring activities I wanted to portray. This 
also allowed me to explore my characters and how they would 
interect together. 



Logo Development

I started exploring type 
faces looking for faces 
that were round and felt 
like they would fit the 
asthetic of my collecton. 
I then narrowed down my 
selections to my top two 
favorites, where at that 
point I would combine the 
faces togeter in order to 
utilize my favorite parts of 
both fonts and add new 
elements to make it
my own. 



Pattern Development
I began sketching my pattern ideas based off of my visual inspiration. I 
tried to explore the possible shapes my characters and assets would
create as well as the position of my assets in my pattern and how that 
could create a shape through the repition. Ex: stripes or diamond shapes. 
Or in general how my assets could lead your eye throughout the piece. 




