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It’s time 
to start giving 
a shit.

green technique



Problem statement 
There’s a lack of information regarding the environmental 
impact of artists who use pollution-causing and eco-
damaging mediums. Artist’s need reliable resources to create 
sustainable art using non-toxic art materials and processes.



green technique is designed specifically for artists and creative 
environmentalists, providing a curated list of eco-friendly, cost-efficient 
materials for artists who are seeking a sustainable, ecologically-friendly 
artistic practice. In addition to helping individuals discover green-
friendly products, green technique establishes a unique community of 
environmentally aware artists who are open to developing new creative 
techniques to benefit the planet and build a healthier environment.

Thesis statement 



What is sustainable art?
There are usually two categories that sustainable 
art falls under; art made using sustainable materials 
and methods or art that encourages conversation on 
sustainability. The overall goal of sustainable art is to 
implement new ways of benefiting the environment. 
You can create awareness of pressing issues and find 
new ways to make natural resources more accessible.
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By becoming more sustainable we can improve the 
quality of not only our lives, but the protection of natural 
resources and our ecosystems to preserve them for further 
generations. Sustainability has a way of taking everything 
into account; manufacturing, logistics, customer service, all 
these things are associated with an organization’s approach 
to becoming more sustainable. Having a green thumb in 
sustainability not only allows us to focus on the environmental 
impact but also on the benefit of  everyone in the long run.

Sustainability matters



How will sustainable 
art make a difference 
within the art world?

Being sustainable requires a 
large amount of reconsideration 
of the way in which we handle 
art, design, and the object 
which we use to create. By 
giving artists and designers 
the opportunity to rethink their 
approach, we can blur the line 
between science and design 
to benefit both the audience 
and the environment. Creating 
sustainable artwork has a way of 
allowing the artists to be more 
eco-friendly in their practice.



How accessible are 
sustainable art supplies? 

Most of the art supplies you use come in environmentally-
friendly forms. For example, canvas, pencils, paper, and paints. 
There is very little transparency when it comes to the ingredients 
in art materials. The only true way to find out if your supplies are 
eco-friendly, is by actually contacting the manufacturer. When 
you do ask the manufacturer they will often give you an unclear 
or complicated answer and sometimes no answer at all. Toxic 
or harmful substances in products are often required to be 
listed on product labels. The Consumer Safety Products Safety 
Commission is a good resource  to check on suspect products. 



Producing artwork takes a toll on the environment. Materials 
can be toxic, and carbon is released as they’re manipulated. 
Art productions can be extremely wasteful although you can’t 
tell how much of an environmental impact people have with 
their supplies because of the lack of research and also because 
people aren’t required to track how much they use.



So instead of having the impact to the environment question 
completely unanswered, I decided to talk to the craft and 
visual arts departments. They were able to tell me about their 
choices in material use and their thoughts on if using any 
specific materials can be harmful to the environment. Based on 
talking to Drawing, Jewelry and Metals, Glass, Photography, 
SEM, Printmaking, and Ceramics, this is what I found out.



Painting

Acrylic Paint
- Alkylphenol 

   ethoxylates 

Enamels
- Lead Oxide

- Arsenic

- Antimony 

 - Carbon Monoxide

Charcoal and 
pastels
- Lead chromate

Drawing Jewlrey & Metals

Photography Printmaking

Ceramics

SEM Glass

Photo Chemicials
-  Alkaline 

- Glacial Acetic Acid

Nitric acid
- Corrosive mineral  
   acid

Epoxy
- Bisphenol A 

diglycidyl ether

Fumes
- Beryllium

- Cadmium

- Mercury

Clay
- Crystalline silica

Processes and Hazardous Materials 



Survey

I conducted a survey to learn about the needs and goals of artists 
who are intrested in in an eco-friendly practice. Despite a large 
interest in consideration of a person’s environmental waste, 
I learned that there isn’t much action being taken. People 
tend to be more considerate only at their convenience.



Are you aware of the resources that support 
your practice to obtain natural / recycled / 
environmentally friendly materials?

If you feel these issues are 
important, can you explain why 
they are important for you, or 
your practice?

Are you aware of any businesses that 
sell sustainable art materials?

“I try to use thrifted/found 
materials as much as 
possible.”

“It’s important to me, 
because we don’t always 
think about the impact we 
have on a day to day basis 
in material consumption 
and what the materials 
do to our body or to our 
planet.”

Yes

Yes

Kinda

Kinda

No

No

17

17 24

8

14

30



- Schools
- Stores 
- Museums 

- Fine artists
- Art students
- DIY artists
- Teachers

Secondary

Tertiary

Primary

- Curators
- Auctioneers
- Gallerists

Stakeholders







Says

•I want to be able to know when picking out
  art materials if I am helping or hurting the 
  environment

•I want to become informed on how to create
  my own materials in a sustainable way, and  
  share that knowledge with my friends 

•I want to know about other people’s journey  
  in using more environmentally friendly 
  art materials 

Feels

•They could be more proactive in reading      
  and listening to more about how we can      
  create a healthier environment

•Disappointed and guilty in their lack of 
  awareness in terms of toxic and hazardous 
  materials

•Slightly Apprehensive

Thinks

•They can start a close community of artist’s who 
  care about the same pressing issues

•They will be much more proactive if they had 
  an aid in helping them make decisions when 
  purchasing materials

•Using a app will be a good motivator in 
  choosing to be ethical over using an easy way  
  out

Does

•A bunch of research on art materials and 
  their processes

•Learns how to dispose of everything    
  they don’t need

•Listens to more podcast’s by sustainable 
  artists.

Empathy Mapping
To have a better understanding of the problems faced 
by the users and to come up with relevant solutions.
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“green technique” logo is inspired by 
the letters G and T.  

Less is more - Simple things are always 
beautiful, and last overtime.

I love the simplicity in my brand, it makes 
my logo more recognizable and makes 
an impression on the viewers. 

g + t =







Color Palette

CMYK: 38,1,36,0
RGB: 172,210,182 

Primary colors

CMYK: 75,68,67,90
RGB: 0,0,

CMYK: 16,69,100,4
RGB: 189,107,51

CMYK: 6,5,5,0
RGB: 236,235,2350

Secondary colors

CMYK: 78,23,0,0
RGB: 82,152,211

CMYK: 68,36,56,13
RGB: 95,123,112 



Aa.
Filson Pro

ABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

abcdefghijklm
nopqrstuvwxyz

Primary Typeface

Aa.
Europa Bold

ABCDEFGHIJKLM 
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

abcdefghijklm
nopqrstuvwxyz

Secondary Typefaces

Typeface



Information Architecture
Download app

Opening screens Login

green technique
home page

News

Log out

Their projects

Materials Artists Side Bar

10 Tips Terms Resources Settings

Links to pages
(more info)

Message them Follow/Unfollow

Video on how to
make material

Podcasts

About podcast

Listening to podcast

Add New Project

Messages

Sign up



Wireframes/Process Notes





Process of making my board



Process of making my paper



Process of screen printing my paper



Why is this project important to me?



This project is important to me because I care so much about our home. I think 
that every single action counts, even if it’s a small one. This is something that 
we all need to care about as a community. Our ecosystem, air quality, natural 
resources, and the food chain are all impacted by what we do. We should always 
consider when making decisions that can impact the earth in a negative way. 
Although our actions to protect the environment and our health will never be 
perfect. Some feel that the population as a whole has gone too far and others feel 
that we have not gone far enough. We can all recognize that these environmental 
issues we’ve created can spark controversial debates. These conversations and 
debates must go on and we need to push ourselves harder if we ever want 
to strengthen our protections for the environment. My plans for the future 
with this app is to share my knowledge and to start more conversations about 
using cleaner materials within our work. I don’t have enough experience to 
actually create an app to be put on the app store, but hopefully one day I will.
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