
Limbo Hands
Makenzie Byerley

Painting



My work explores the very elementary human desire to find control. So much of our lives we are caught up in trying to understand what is going on 
in our brains and our bodies. There is an absurdity of human nature and the existence between our bodies… This can result in indescribable emotions that 
cause a tightness in your chest and a fuzzy feeling in your mind. I create imagery reflecting these chaotic feelings by creating absurd bodily scenarios in my 
mind that are executed on the canvas and change as the painting unfolds. For other works, I begin working in pure abstraction, applying impulsive brush 
strokes and textures to the canvas to see what compositions form out of these marks.

Using thick paint and various mediums such as molding paste, spackle, clear tar gel, and more, I probe the relationship between body and mark.  I 
use an impromptu application of material with colors that consist of greens, purples, pinks, and oranges.  After establishing general composition and 
placement of disembodied anatomy, I execute the paintings spontaneously. I work freely, allowing my conscious mind to wander as expressive and emotional 
mark making takes a front seat. The color palette is bright and expressive as a way of underlining the playfulness of this process. It acts to highlight what a 
serious and absurd endeavor it is, trying to make sense of our bodily existence. The emergence of pattern is a visual key between each piece. The chaos of 
color is made from a blank canvas, adding my own emotions onto it.

I am constantly  aware of my body, hyper attuned to how it is feeling. This can be seen in the imagery depicted within my work. Elongated arms, 
floating hands, and disembodied mouths are found within the work. These appendages are portrayed to aid the viewer to think about their own relationship to 
the body, whether that is their own physical body, or someone else's.  These body parts are often elongated and exaggerated, and are meant to make you 
aware of them and their presence. On the contrary, they are also meant to be alienated from the body, as if they do not belong to anyone. This calls back to 
the psychological state of trying to understand one's own existence. The body parts ask viewers to look at them, to analyze them, and to see what they are up 
to. The body acts not only as subject matter in the work, but also as a symbol for the human experience as a whole. We are always trying to figure out what is 
going on in the world around us, and what is going on in our own heads. It is a topic that has plagued humankind for centuries, and I am continuing the 
narrative of the unexplainable idea of what it means to be a human. 

Artist Statement



Chewing on the Thought of Being 
mixed media on canvas 
60 in x 60 in 



Can You Hear Me? 
acrylic on canvas
30 in x 30 in 



Who’s Fucking Hands are These?
acrylic on canvas 
47.5 in x 47.5 in 



Mirror Mirror on the Wall, Am I Real 
At All? 
acrylic and oil on canvas
47.5 in x 47.5 in 



Chewing on the Thought of Being 
mixed media on canvas 
60 in x 60 in 

The Cave People Made Paintings… So Will I
acrylic on canvas
24 in x 24 in  



I Was A Painter When I Was in School 
acrylic on canvas
30 in x 39.5 in 



Reach Reach Reaching Out 
acrylic on canvas
47 in x 68 in 






