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In our immersive two-week programs, you will spend each 
day learning from top professionals while getting a taste of 
what it’s like attending a college of art and design. 

Students entering grades 10–12 are encouraged to apply.



Explore new media.
Sharpen your skills.

Build your portfolio.



Session 1 Jul 7–19
Biomedical Art
Digital Cinema
Foundation in Drawing
Foundation in 3D Design
Game Design
Glassblowing
Illustration
Industrial Design
Painting
 

Session 2 Jul 21–Aug 2
Animation
Digital Painting
Foundation in 2D Design
Graphic Design
Illustration
Interior Architecture + 

Design
Photography 
Print + Ceramics
Sculpture 
Wearable Art + Design

Learn something new, or focus on  
something you love.

At the Cleveland Institute of Art, we teach art and design 
students in an environment built exclusively for creative 
thinkers. Taught by experts in the field, our courses are 
designed for students with talent, but not necessarily  
experience in each discipline, so feel free to explore  
something new. 

Many students take our classes to work on their portfolio 
for applying to college. Other students want to explore a 
medium or process they’ve not tried before. 

Can’t decide on one class? Stay for both sessions and 
take two!

View full course  
descriptions at  
cia.edu/precollege

Creativity matters

“I was unsure 
about going to 
art school in the 
future, but after 
the Pre-College 
program I really 
want to pursue  
a career in art.”

—Mae 

It’s not too early to start preparing for your future  
as an artist and designer. You’ll complete the program 
with finished work for your portfolio. While you’re here,  
you can meet with one of our admissions counselors for 
a portfolio review and speak to our Career Services staff. 
Pre-College students are also eligible to earn designated 
scholarships toward CIA’s BFA program. 



Experience life as a college student. 

Whether you come from California or Cleveland, you’ll have 
the opportunity to experience Uptown and the amazing 
cultural hub of University Circle. Residential students will 
stay in CIA’s Uptown Residence Hall, just steps from the 
studio spaces where you’ll spend your day. 

Meals are included for all students, offering a variety of 
options and accommodations for all dietary needs. The 
Uptown neighborhood has shopping and dining options, 
too, when you’re ready to take a break or get a snack.

If you live in Ohio’s Cuyahoga County, commuting is also 
an option. We have many full-time commuter students 
at CIA. Take advantage of gaining the same academic 
experience as residential Pre-College students, while 
returning home each evening.

Your home in Cleveland

“As close to actually 
attending college as 
a high school student 
can get.”

—Olivia 

“You meet some amazing 
people, also you get 
to be close to a lot of 
restaurants and cool 
places to visit.”

—Zakhar



Learn in a studio or classroom, not a  
lecture hall.  

From our fabrication studios and digital output center  
to our computerized kilns, you’ll find the tools you’ll need to 
ideate, build, and create. 

University Circle—Cleveland’s cultural  
resource. 

CIA’s campus is in the heart of University Circle, where 
you’ll benefit from a wealth of art and culture that includes 
Case Western Reserve University and six museums— 
including the world-renowned Cleveland Museum of Art.
University Circle features more than 20 cultural, healthcare, 
and educational institutions—all on less than two square 
miles. The Museum of Contemporary Art is literally across 
the street from our residence hall!

A Typical Day
8am Breakfast
9am–noon  Studio class
12–1pm Lunch 
1–4pm Studio class
4pm Personal time
5–6pm Dinner
6–9pm Evening studio 
10pm Rest + repeat!

State-of-the-art facilities in the  
heart of a cultural hub. 

“I was able to learn so 
much in an environment 
where art is not only the 
main focus, but valued 
and encouraged.”

—Layla



There’s never been a better time to pursue 
a career in art and design. 

From the interfaces of the apps we use, to the spaces we 
live in, to how we interact with our visual surroundings— 
the results of creativity are all around us. 

The Cleveland Institute of Art has a long history of  
preparing its students for successful careers as design-
ers, cinematographers, visual artists and entrepreneurs.  
Our graduates are leaders in manufacturing and design, 
transportation, entertainment, and the visual arts.

Our Pre-College program is the perfect way to explore  
if a college of art and design is right for you. 

Application
Applications are made online, through May 1, 2019,  
and consist of: 
n Application
n Portfolio
n High school transcripts or letter of recommendation
n $35 non-refundable application fee

Your application will include a portfolio of 8–10 images 
of your best work, including observational drawing. Work 
does not need to relate to the class you’re interested 
in—we will look at your portfolio to assess your technical 
abilities, conceptual problem-solving skills, and use of 
chosen mediums. 

Tuition + Fees
Each session is $2,500, and includes tuition, supplies, 
room and meals. Students in Ohio’s Cuyahoga County 
are welcome to commute for a reduced session rate of 
$2,000 which includes tuition, supplies, lunch and dinner.  
For more information, visit cia.edu/precollege.

Scholarships
A limited number of need-based scholarships are 
available ranging from $250-$1,000. Read more about 
scholarships at cia.edu/precollege.

 

Frequently Asked 
Questions

When will I find out if 
I’ve been accepted?
Notification of accep-
tance is on May 13. 
Tuition and deposits  
are due by June 14.

What happens on the 
weekend?
Course hours contin-
ue on the weekend, 
including museum visits. 
Weekend mornings  
are free to relax and 
decompress!

How do I apply for 
scholarships?
In addition to the  
application materials, 
you’ll need to submit 
2017 tax returns for  
whoever claimed you  
as a dependent.

Can I take more than 
one class?
Students can only take 
one class per session. 
But many students 
choose to attend both 
sessions, allowing them 
to take a total of two 
classes.

CIA’s Pre-College program is 
supported in part through the 
generosity of Graffiti Heart.

Application information
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