
 Why
CIA

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters



What sets the  
Cleveland Institute  

of Art apart from  
other colleges of  
art and design?

The CIA experience is more  
than the sum of its parts. 

Internationally renowned faculty teaching  

in state-of-the-art facilities. Your own studio  

to create in, and a network of alumni across  

the world. World-class cultural institutions. 

One of the top food cities in the country.  

A great music scene. Campus clubs and  

activities that span the seasons. Cool  

neighborhoods and galleries.

You’ll want to be a part of it.
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Connections to  
real-world experience

Strengthening your core. Connecting to the 
world. At CIA, we’re going to teach you how to 
nurture your creativity, think critically about the 
work you’re making, and help you learn to 
communicate your ideas so that you can 
collaborate with others to create work that  
makes a difference in the world.

Work on real-world projects with real-world 
clients. Through courses, extracurricular projects, 
and internships, over 600 galleries, companies 
and nonprofit organizations work with CIA 
students on films and animations, product ideas, 
exhibitions, and creative collaborations.

Getting outside the classroom is critical to 
learning how to apply the creative skills you learn 
in the classroom.



80% 
of students 
participated in 
internships

600+ 
community  
partners for  
real-world  
experience

100% 
students get  
real-world  
experience

80% 
of 2016 graduates after 12 months are 
working in their field, exhibiting, and/or  
in graduate school



World-class  
practicing faculty

CIA faculty teach from experience and 
success—as professors and professionals.  
As artists and designers, their work is recognized 
nationally and internationally. With a 10:1 
student-to-faculty ratio and individual studio 
spaces, you’ll learn from faculty who know how to 
succeed as artists and who instill their best 
practices into your personal path for success. 

Living and creating with you. In their own 
practices, CIA’s faculty are engaged in regional, 
national, and international arenas, with projects 
ranging from creating animations for Pixar and 
Disney, to creating a giant inflatable sculpture for  
a national art exhibition.



Over 100 artists and designers 
visit each year, bringing new  
perspectives—and connections— 
to campus.



State-of-the-art,  
light-filled studios

Learn in a studio or classroom, not a lecture 
hall. There are no large lecture halls at CIA—only 
small classrooms and individual studio spaces that 
allow faculty to mentor students and demonstrate 
techniques. From our fabrication studios and digital 
output center to our computer labs—and a culture 
of interdisciplinary experimentation—you’ll find the 
tools you’ll need to ideate, build, and create.

And collaborations with University Circle neighbors 
like Case Western Reserve University provide you 
access to their resources, like think[box], the largest 
university-based maker space in the country.



“You have all the access  
you need, to make anything  
you want.”

—Mike, Class of 2018



In the heart of a  
cultural hub

Within a city experiencing a cultural 
renaissance. CIA’s campus is in the heart of 
University Circle, where you’ll benefit from a wealth 
of art and culture that includes Case Western 
Reserve University and six museums—including  
the world-renowned Cleveland Museum of Art. 

You’ll spend your first two years in our 
contemporary, apartment-style residence halls,  
just steps from school, dining, and culture. 
Cleveland’s Museum of Contemporary Art is  
literally across the street from our freshman 
residence hall!

Cleveland’s restaurant, music and art scenes  
are receiving national attention, and many have 
attributed northeast Ohio’s resurgence to its  
creative community.



“…millennial boomerangs  
are returning and transplants are 
arriving, bringing with them  
big ideas.”

—Los Angeles Times

“One of the 10 prettiest  
neighborhoods in the country.”

—Forbes magazine



Accreditation+Membership  
The Cleveland Institute of Art is accredited by the National 
Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD), the North 
Central Association of Colleges and Schools, and the State of Ohio, 
and is a member of the Association of Independent Colleges of Art 
and Design (AICAD).

It is the policy of the Cleveland Institute of Art not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, 
national or ethnic origin, gender, sexual orientation or gender identification, age, or disabilities,  
in employment practices, administration of educational policies, admission, scholarship and loan 
programs, and other college-administered programs and activities.

BFA 
degree

Cleveland Institute of Art 11610 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland OH 44106

cia.edu
216.421.7418
800.223.4700
admissions@cia.edu

Animation
Biomedical Art
Ceramics
Drawing
Game Design
Glass
Graphic Design 
Illustration
Industrial Design
Interior Architecture
Jewelry+Metals
Painting
Photography
Printmaking
Sculpture+Expanded Media
Transportation Design*
Video*

*Tracks within Industrial Design and 

Photography Departments

Intrigued? 

Launch your future at CIA. The journey to  
your dream career starts with a few simple steps. 
The first one—visiting colleges that seem like a 
good fit. Cleveland Institute of Art should be on your 
short list. Schedule a visit at cia.edu/visit

We encourage you to contact us early in your 
college search so that we can help you prepare the 
best possible application. 

Best 
Colleges for your 
money, 2017–18

—Money  
Magazine

Best 
In the Midwest, 
five years in a 
row

—Princeton 
Review

Cleveland Institute of Art  
attracts students from around  
the world, and over 30 states 
across the country.


