
2 84 5 7
NEWS FOR ALUMNI AND FRIENDS OF THE CLEVELAND INSTITUTE OF ART

125TH ANNIVERSARY 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

LANGSAM AWARDED
MOTTO CHAIR

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

CIA WANTS YOU

ALUMNI DIRECTORY

ALUMNI SHOWCASE

OSPANIK SCHOLARSHIP

CHARITABLE IRA ROLLOVER

CIA AT SIGGRAPH

3 ID INTERNSHIPS
BOOST CAREERS

ALUMNI NOTES FACULTY & STAFF NOTES

IN MEMORIAM

he Cleveland Institute of Art’s
Industrial Design program may be the

oldest in the country and is widely con-
sidered among the best. But that doesn’t
mean the Institute’s ID faculty members
are resting on their laurels. Instead, fac-
ulty members are vigilant, responding to
and influencing trends in their field.

The most significant trend in indus-
trial design education, according to
Daniel Cuffaro ’91, head of the Industrial
Design Department, is the emphasis on
gaining knowledge of the consumer and
awareness of the market implications 
of design. In other words, the field is
moving away from an era of almost
exclusive emphasis on technical ability
(drawing, rendering, model making) and
practical considerations (such as manu-
facturing and ergonomics) and toward
incorporating more strategic thinking.

A Method for Success: 
Research, Conceptualize, Refine
“The realization over the last 10 years has
been that the true value in design educa-
tion is in the method that leads to suc-
cessful new products, not the specialized
processes used to develop those prod-
ucts,” Cuffaro said. Stated simply, that
method starts with researching the con-
sumer and the need/opportunity, moves
to conceptualizing the possible solutions
and ends with refining those ideas.

Cuffaro recalls that, as design director
for a successful product development
firm in Boston, he would struggle to hire
industrial designers who truly had an
understanding of pertinent knowledge.
When he returned to his alma mater in
2003 as department head, he re-wrote the
ID curriculum to incorporate these con-
cepts with the school’s traditionally
strong offerings in drawing, rendering,
model making and the practical consid-
erations of manufacturing.

“Students are asked to focus on spe-
cific problems and consider questions
such as, who is the user; who are the
potential users; and what are the short-
comings of products currently available
to the users,” Cuffaro said. “Once stu-
dents have researched the answers to
these questions, they can begin to think
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Langsam Awarded Motto Chair
Julie Langsam, associate professor and head of the painting department, has been named the first recipient of
The Cleveland Institute of Art’s new Joseph Motto Chair. 

“Julie is a highly regarded artist and dedicated teacher. Her devotion to her students and her media reflect
Joseph Motto’s values. She is certainly deserving of this honor,” said Institute President and CEO David L. Deming ’67.

Langsam joined the Institute’s faculty in 1996 after teaching at Parsons School of Design and Queens Col-
lege, City University of New York (CUNY). She earned her bachelor of fine arts degree from Purchase College,
State University of New York in 1983 and her master of fine arts degree from Queens College, CUNY in 1985.

The Motto endowment will provide salary support and funds for: professional development of faculty mem-
bers in the chairholder’s department, education-related travel, as well as materials and equipment. Langsam’s
ideas for providing enriching field experiences for her students — including her proposal to bring fine arts 
students to New Orleans for an international biennial of contemporary art — favorably impressed the faculty
committee charged with choosing the Motto chair recipient.

ONGOING AT PRESS TIME

“From Here to Infinity & The Big Bang,” is 1 exhibition in 2 venues, featuring 54 alumni artists and celebrating
125 years of excellence in fine and applied art. The “From Here to Infinity” part of the two-part exhibition
features works by 18 established alumni artists in the Reinberger Galleries through October 27. At SPACES,
2220 Superior Viaduct, through October 19, “The Big Bang” highlights 36 emerging artists who have graduated
from CIA within the past 10 years.

Gary Spinosa ’72, sculptor, has a solo exhibition, “Gary Spinosa: Through Forests of Symbols,” 
at The Sculpture Center, 1834 East 123rd Street, Cleveland. Through October 27. 
For more information visit www.sculpturecenter.org.

OCTOBER

27 “From Here to Infinity” closes in the Reinberger Galleries.

CIA’s 125th anniversary gala benefit, “Raise the Roof,” at the Hyatt Regency Arcade, 6:30 p.m. Tickets start at
$250. Seating is limited. For more information, contact events@cia.edu or 216-421-7415.

NOVEMBER

8 Cleveland Art Association exhibition and auction in the Reinberger Galleries. Exhibition is free and open to
the public, November 8–10. Gallery hours: 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Auction for CARTA members only, Sunday,
November 11.

16 Visiting artist Michael Romanik ‘89, will discuss his enamel work at 10:00 a.m., Room 112, Gund Building. 

2007 Faculty Exhibition opens in the Reinberger Galleries. On view through December 21. Come see 
recent works by our faculty members — all artists or designers with robust commercial or studio practices.
Artist reception December 7, 6–9 p.m.

DECEMBER

21 2007 Faculty Exhibition closes.

JANUARY

13 Cuyahoga County Regional Scholastic Art Exhibition, featuring juried works by some of the county’s finest
teen artists, Reinberger Galleries. Opens with awards ceremony, January 13. On view through February 3. 
For more information, contact scholastics@cia.edu.

FEBRUARY

15 Student Independent Exhibition (SIE) opens in the Reinberger Galleries. The 62nd annual SIE show promises
to be an eye-opener! Opening reception February 15, 6:00–9:00 p.m. On view through March 15.

MARCH

27 “The Mind of Cleveland: Carl Pope,” in the Reinberger Galleries through May 3. This exhibition is part of a
larger public art project involving billboards; a website; and a conference, “CityScapes,” March 27-30, explor-
ing the intersections among urban environments, the humanities, and social change. Co-sponsored by The
Baker-Nord Center for the Humanities of Case Western Reserve University and the Institute’s Liberal Arts
Environment. For more information, visit www.themindofcleveland.com.

In 1882, Sarah M. Kimball founded the Western Reserve School of Design for Women in her Euclid Avenue home. 

The school — whose students included a few men almost from the start — evolved through four changes of name and 

five locations, but its original mission is unchanged: to provide talented students with a top-quality education in art

and design, preparing them to be leaders in their fields. In the 125 years since its founding, countless hours of toil and

creativity — at easels, looms, drawing boards, workbenches, potters’ wheels, welding torches and computer screens — 

have shaped generations of aspiring artists and brought The Cleveland Institute of Art to national prominence.

We think it’s worth celebrating.

Throughout the 2007–2008 school year, the Institute will celebrate its 125 years of innovation in art and design with

exhibitions, lectures by visiting artists and other events. Please mark your calendar and plan to join in the celebration.

All events are free and open to the public.

“POLKADOT BRANCH”
MICHAEL ROMANIK ‘89

CARL POPE

“FALLEN MARTYR”
BILL NEWHOUSE ’99

“THE BIG BANG” EXHIBITION AT SPACES

EARLY 20TH CENTURY STUDIO
CIA ARCHIVE

“VIEW FROM OUR FRONT PORCH, SALEM, OHIO”
CHARLES E. BURCHFIELD ’16

“FROM HERE TO INFINITY” EXHIBITION AT CIA

The Reinberger Galleries are located within the Institute’s Gund Building, 11141 East Boulevard and are open Monday–Saturday, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.; closed Sundays. 



about creating an experience
that solves a problem and
meets a need. An understand-
ing of traditional design ele-
ments, such as color, material,
form and function, must be
incorporated into the solu-
tions. In this way, students
concentrate on both theory

and application. In fact, their ability to bridge both worlds has led them to great success
in job placement.”

The job placement rate for the Institute’s ID graduates is among the best in the
country. Consistently, well over 90 percent of Industrial Design graduates find full-time
employment within three months of graduation. In addition, most ID majors complete
at least one internship with a design consultancy or manufacturer before their final
year at the Institute. This fall, more than 75 percent of the students who returned to the
program had an internship experience over the summer (see related story below). 

The new ID curriculum has also led to great success in student design competitions,
with Institute students winning over 30 national and international design awards in
the last five years, including four of the top six awards at the 2007 International

Housewares Competition. Their designs domonstrate thoughtful consumer research
and sensitivity to the importance of environmental sustainability.

Environmental Consciousness Stressed
Associate Professor Douglas Paige ’82 is a passionate environmental advocate who has, 
in recent years, helped to incorporate environmentally friendly design principles into
the curriculum. 

“Designers are in a unique position to have a tremendous effect on the environment
with the decisions they make during the design process,” Paige said. “We stress that
this unique position carries with it responsibility.

“As faculty members, we’re always learning. New knowledge is published regularly
about sustainability. It’s evolving; so we have to continually look for improvements in the
way we teach these concepts. The exciting part is that it helps students open up to new
ways of thinking and generating completely new ideas for old problems. They come up
with solutions that are not only sustainable, but refreshing, creative and intelligent
designs,” said Paige, an active member of the local group, Entrepreneurs for Sustainability. 

In the push to incorporate business strategy, consumer focus and environmental
awareness into industrial design education, the baby will not go out with the bathwa-
ter, faculty members say. The Institute will not dispense with traditional instruction in
the skills and practicalities necessary for product and vehicle design.

“Our belief is that knowledge informs skills; skills inform knowledge,” said
Cuffaro. “When you have skills, you’re better equipped to experiment with the knowl-
edge that you’ve gained, and vice versa.” 

Quan Zhou ’09 was with the competition, interning at Nike in Portland, Oregon,
where she designed a running shoe meant to encourage teenage girls to run. “I had
to do research, pick users, find a problem they face and design a solution. We have a
strong foundation in this from CIA; so I knew that process,” Zhou said.

Her mentors at Nike pushed her to provide a thoughtful rationale for each of her
ideas. “It was tough but it definitely helped me to come up with better designs,” she
said. In fact, Zhou’s designs may yet show up on retail shelves.

Brian Peterson ’09 and Brian Stoeckel ’09 interned at Chrysler in Detroit. Peterson
said the real-world restrictions involved in manufacturing added a new dimension to
his design considerations. “Working within the constraints of actual manufacturing
and coming up with solutions was really challenging. I have a new-found respect for
the people who do this professionally,” he said.

Jill Denna ’09 interned at the Minneapolis headquarters of Target, one of the lead-
ing retail champions of good design. Brandon Lynum ’09 spent his summer at GM,
where he worked with a team to design a Chevrolet for his generation. “The team-
work reinforced that it’s always group decisions,” Lynum said. “I also learned a lot
just by going through the studios and seeing how cars are made. I loved it and I
would love to be an auto designer.” 

Joe Spalding ’09 and Rebecca Bible ’09 both worked at Fisher Price, in Aurora,
New York, she designing baby gear; he designing ride-on toys. Both said they particu-
larly enjoyed the feedback from professionals in marketing and engineering. Ryan
Maibach ’09 interned at Dorel Juvenile Group, the parent company of SafetyFirst,
where he “loved being able to draw every day.” 

ID continued from page 1
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Some aspects of industrial design simply cannot be taught in the studio or class-
room; so faculty members in the Industrial Design Department encourage their stu-
dents to pursue internships. Department Head Daniel Cuffaro’91 calls internship
experience “invaluable.” 

“Students get a sense of the pace and process in industry, while companies get an
infusion of new ideas and methods,” he said. “Students return from internships and
have a better sense of their capabilities, they are more confident and they increase
the size of their professional network.”

More than 75 percent of this year’s returning Industrial Design majors completed
internships over the summer with companies ranging from independent design con-
sultancies to multinational manufacturers of automobiles, housewares, toys, and
athletic equipment.

Dan Rowe ’09 interned with Continuum, one of the world’s leading industrial
design firms, where his career path came into clear focus. “I have a new-found inter-
est in design as problem solving and I hope that, in my career, I can help solve prob-
lems the world is facing,” the fourth-year student said.

He said the Boston-based firm was
a great fit for him. “The design
process that our professors teach us
at CIA is very, very comparable to
the design process that Continuum
follows. We did research, identified
needs and problems, and went
through a sort of iterative process
where the actual solution refers
back to the things you learned in
the research. I felt right at home
with that.”

Ruth Kucklick ’09 spent her summer at
Reebok’s headquarters outside of Boston and loved it. She and 12 other

interns from colleges across the country designed a line of products that included
shoes, apparel and equipment. 

Kucklick enjoyed collaborating with her peers at Reebok, just as she collaborates
with fellow ID majors at the Institute. She said she was surprised to learn that many
of her counterparts at other design schools do not have studio space in their depart-
ments at school, but work instead in their dorm rooms or apartments. By contrast,
industrial design majors at the Institute have their own studio space within a large
studio area; so they can work independently, or collaborate with their peers.

“The design environment here at CIA has been made a place where people moti-
vate each other and work together, which is how it seems to work in companies.
That’s something that’s invaluable to me,” Kucklick said.

TOP: BRIAN PETERSON ’09 (FAR LEFT) AND BRIAN STOECKEL ’09
(SECOND FROM LEFT) WITH (LEFT TO RIGHT) CHRYSLER’S VICE

PRESIDENT, SMALL, PREMIUM AND FAMILY VEHICLE DESIGN
JOE DEHNER ’88; INSTITUTE PRESIDENT DAVID L. DEMING ’67;

AND INSTITUTE SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT FOR 
INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT R. MICHAEL COLE

ABOVE: RUTH KUCKLICK ’09 HAD A BALL DURING HER
SUMMER INTERNSHIP AT REEBOK

RIGHT: QUAN ZHOU ’09, WITH HER 
NIKE SUPERVISOR LISA OLIVIA

Internships are Stepping Stones to Careers



Laura Ospanik ’80
remembers taking the rapid
transit from her West Side home to
Saturday classes at The Cleveland Institute of
Art when she was a teenager. “I would walk the
halls and see all the artwork and just feel like I was in
another world,” she said. It was a world she knew she wanted
to join and generous scholarships made that possible when she
enrolled in 1975. “I would never have been able to swing it myself
without those scholarships.” !  Now Ospanik and her husband, Stephen
P. Robbins, have found a way to pay it forward. !  Through a $100,000 com-
mitment, Ospanik and Robbins have established the Ospanik Scholarship.
Starting next fall, funds will support incoming students who have financial need
and, as long as students remain in good academic and judicial standing, the schol-
arship will be renewable. This last detail was important to Ospanik. “I wanted to be

able to promise each recipient four years of scholarship support so students will know they’ll have help throughout their edu-
cation, as long as they maintain their grades.” !  “Neither of us had much when we started,” said Robbins, a retired college
professor and the author of numerous best-selling college textbooks on organizational behavior and management. “I went to col-
lege on an athletic scholarship and Laura got scholarships to The Cleveland Institute of Art. We both feel that what we have today
is largely due to our educational experiences. So it makes sense for us to give back to higher education, since it’s been so good to us.”
!  Ospanik agrees. “I really appreciated The Cleveland Institute of Art experience; it had a huge influence on my life.” !  She dove
into her studies at the Institute, majoring in graphic design, minoring in photography and sampling as many of the school’s other dis-
ciplines as she could. “It was a total immersion in art where you lived it and breathed it,” she recalled. “We students were very close to
each other and the professors were wonderful.” She fondly remembers Professor Gene Pawlowski ’65, and former faculty members Roger
Coast, John Szilagyi ’42, Marco DeMarco ’40 and Marla Gutzwiller. !  After graduation, Ospanik joined the workforce just as graphic
design was entering a digital revolution. She remembers that many of her co-workers in the early and mid-1980s were baffled by comput-
ers. But she says her Cleveland Institute of Art education prepared her well to make the transition and establish a successful career. !  “As
far as my skills, I was so far above other people I was interviewing against. We were taught everything from the initial design concept
through to final production,” Ospanik said. “It was a thorough education, I really benefited from it and I’m just excited to have an oppor-
tunity to express my thanks this way.” !  For information on planning a gift or supporting the Institute’s scholarship program, 
contact Margaret Ann Gudbranson, Esq., Director of Major Gifts and Planned Giving, at 216-421-8016 or mgudbranson@cia.edu.
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Institute Goes Digital at National Computer Graphics Conference
The opportunity to interact with nearly 25,000 digital artists, gaming experts, filmmakers, and prospective Cleveland Institute
of Art students from 79 countries drew faculty and staff members to San Diego for the 34th International Conference and
Exhibition on Computer Graphics and Interactive Techniques, otherwise known as SIGGRAPH because this conference is
sponsored by the Association for Computing Machinery’s Special Interest Group on Graphics. " “It was great to give CIA 
visibility among these professionals and companies, especially from the point of view of employment and internship options
for our students and graduates,” said Kristen Baumlier, associate professor and head of the Institute’s T.I.M.E.-Digital Arts
Department (for Technology and Integrated Media Environment). “We don’t want to be the best kept secret in digital art. "
“High school students, guidance counselors and teachers were interested in us because what we offer is unique. A lot of other
schools in this field are technical schools; we do teach technical skills but we also teach conceptual skills,” Baumlier said. "

And at the Institute, those skills are not exclusively for Digital Arts majors. “We try to empha-
size that many different disciplines in fine and applied arts use digital technologies,” said Dean
of Faculty Matthew Hollern. “Digital Arts and Industrial Design are the obvious areas, but we also use these technologies in Biomedical Art,
Interior Design, Communication Design, Sculpture, Jewelry and Metals and other areas.” " Attending the conference with Baumlier and
Hollern were Chuck Tucker, chair of the Integrated Media Environment; Amanda Almon, assistant professor and head of the Biomedical Art
Department; and Douglas Paige ’82, associate professor of Industrial Design. " The conference part of the event featured workshops, lectures
and poster presentations whereas the expo was like a giant trade show with hundreds of booths — including the Institute’s — promoting the
latest in hardware, software, rapid prototyping, motion capture, digital rendering and also art and design education. " SIGGRAPH also fea-
tured “an interactive creation studio” which gave visitors access to cutting edge technology and the expertise of several, scientists, engineers
and artists, including Hollern. Called the Guerilla Studio, this space was a hive of activity late into the night for a week, with Hollern and his

colleagues teaching attendees to design and make three-dimensional objects using digital modeling, milling
and rapid prototyping. " Hollern, who is also professor of jewelry and metals, was invited to be part of the
Guerilla Studio owing to his national leadership in the application of technology to produce 3-D work. "
“SIGGRAPH is really an outgrowth of the movie industry and all the digital technology you see in films like
‘Finding Nemo,’ ‘Ratatouille’ and ‘Pan’s Labyrinth.’ That technology applies to all sorts of things, including 
3-D graphics, 3-D animation, and 3-D modeling, which you can use to design and make jewelry,” he said. "
“It was really important for us to have a presence and reinforce that we’re not only interested in this new tech-
nological activity, we’re also a part of it. We contribute to it! We’re not just enthusiasts,” Hollern said. “Every
time we participate in or host a conference, we contribute to the shared leadership of this frontier.”

Time is Running Out! Tax-saving Opportunity for Donors Ages 70-1/2 and Older

Last year Congress enacted the Pension Protection Act of 2006, which allows donors ages 70-1/2 and older to make a tax-free donation from their IRA to The
Cleveland Institute of Art. Time is running out — as of press time, this opportunity is set to expire on December 31, 2007. If you would like to jump-start your
plans for making a charitable gift, now is the time!  Please contact your IRA administrator or custodian to make this transfer today.

This gift technique, sometimes referred to as a “Charitable IRA Rollover,” has a few rules, such as: the donor must be 70-1/2 or older; the distribution is limited to
$100,000; it must be made directly to a qualified charity, such as the Institute; and it may be made only from IRAs, not retirement plans. It is wise to consult with
your tax professional when making a gift under tax law. For more information, feel free to contact Margaret Ann Gudbranson, Esq., the Institute’s Director of
Major Gifts and Planned Giving, at 216-421-8016 or mgudbranson@cia.edu.

“…we’re not only interested
in this new technological

activity, we’re also a part of
it. We contribute to it!”

Matthew Hollern 
Dean of Faculty
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ABOVE: AMANDA ALMON 

AND CHUCK TUCKER WORK THE 

CIA BOOTH AT SIGGRAPH



Submissions received after August 31, 2007 will
be printed in the next issue.

alumni
Clara Deike* ’12 – was part of “The Cleveland
School” exhibition this spring at Corcoran
Fine Arts in Cleveland. Also included in the
show were works by Carl Gaertner* ’24,
Dorothy Rutka* ’29, Viktor Schreckengost ’29,
Edris Eckhardt* ’31 and John Paul Miller ’40.
Carl Gaertner* ’24 – see Deike ’12.
Dorothy Rutka* ’29 – see Deike ’12.
Edris Eckhardt* ’31 – see Deike ’12.
Alice Lawrence ’38 – is 91 years old and 
continues to sketch portraits using chalk 
and pencils. 
Joseph O’Sickey ’40 – was featured in “A
Tribute to Algesa and Joseph O’Sickey,” an
exhibition that was on display in early summer
at the Vixseboxse Art Galleries in Cleveland
Heights. His work was also on display this
summer at Corcoran Fine Arts in Cleveland.
Melvin Rose ’40 – see Johnson ‘93.
Ruth Rees Suehr ’41 – resides in Fayetteville,
NC, with retired artist Richard Suehr, her hus-
band of 64 years.
Mary Ann Scherr ’44 – received the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Society of
North American Goldsmiths (SNAG) in June.
Scherr is well known for the development and
copyright of a metal-etch process. Her jewelry
and art/design works are in the permanent
collection of the Vatican Museum of Art in
Rome, The Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York City, and the National Museum of
Art in Washington, D.C., among others.
Daniel Hodermarsky* ’49– his figure 
paintings were exhibited at Turtle Gallery, 
in Deer Isle, ME, over the summer. 
www.danielhodermarsky.com
Betty Forchheimer ’52 – received an
Honorable Mention for her work in the 
31st Annual Fairmount Russell Art Exhibition
in Russell, OH.
Jeannette Bosnoian Aurslanian ’54 – lives 
in Fairview Park, OH, and has worked at
Hixson’s Inc. for over 24 years as an antique
restorer and ornament designer and painter.
Gerald Rouge ’57 – won First and Second
prizes for painting in the 31st Annual
Fairmount Russell Art Exhibition sponsored by
the Fairmount Center for the Arts in Russell,
OH. He spent 30 years creating commercial
work as an illustrator, and now that he is
retired is excited to be focusing on his paint-
ing again. Also see Beukemann ’73.
Herbert Friedson ’58 – had his large enamel
wall piece, “Spatial Activity” shown in the
“Best of 2007” exhibition sponsored by the
Ohio Designer Craftsmen. The traveling exhi-
bition will wrap up at the Wayne Center for
the Arts, Wooster, OH, and be on display
there in October and November. “Masquerade,”
another of Herbert’s enamel wall pieces, will
be on display at the Wichita Center for the
Arts in Wichita, KS, until October 21, 2007.
Joy Praznik Sweeney ‘58 – was part of the
summer show “Caffeine and Spirits: An
Intimate Look at the Contemporary Drinking
Vessel,” at the River Gallery in Rocky River, OH.
Bette Drake ’65, Kristen Cliffel ’90, Kelly
Palmer ’90, Kevin Snipes ’94, Andrea LeBlond ’95,
Pete Scherzer ’95, Katsue Zimmerman ’99,
Rebecca Chappell ’03, Alicia Basinger ’04,
Freeland Southard ’05 and Richard Glowacki ’06
were also in the exhibition.
Sarah Clague ’59 – was one of many artists in
“Shall We Dine: A Grande Table of Artist
Ceramic Ware,” an exhibition held this
summer to benefit the Orange Art Center in
Pepper Pike, OH. George Roby ’63, Deirdre
Daw ’80, Andrea Serafino ’80, Anna Arnold
’83, Dan Postotnik ’84, Kristen Cliffel ’90
and Corey Thrush ‘99 also exhibited in the
show, along with CIA faculty members 
Bill Brouillard and Judith Salomon.
George Roby ’63 – see Clague ’59.
Peter Elloian ’62 – had work included in the
exhibition “Donate With Love” in the House
of Humor and Satire, Gabrovo, Bulgaria. Two
of his prints were also in the Exposition
Internationale Gravure at Maison Des Arts et
de la Culture de Brompton in Quebec, Canada.
Fred Gutzeit ’62 – was in “Lands into
Abstraction” at the Mansfield Art Center in
Mansfield, OH, through October 14. Rebecca
Kaler Langley ’64 curated the show.

John Hay High School, and currently John
Adams High School. She recently exhibited her
work at the Euclid Art Association and Gallery
324, both in Cleveland.
Lauretta Jones ’75 – had a solo exhibition at
the Cleveland Botanical Garden this summer.
Her work was also in “Butterflies, Moths and
Pollinating Insects of the East Coast,” at the
Highstead Arboretum in Redding, CT, and
“Inspired by Nature,” at Gallery Monkey in
Cross River, NY.
Beth Nilges-Nehamkin ’76 – displayed her
multimedia works at Pentagon Gallery in
Cleveland Heights in August.
Larry Coleman ’76 – participated with his
wife as the “Gravity Well Movement” in 
this year’s Ingenuity Festival in Cleveland.
Samantha Schartman ’07 and Noah
Morisson-Hrbek ’07 both exhibited their 
BFA installations at the festival. MFA grad
Michael Lehto ’07 presented an interactive
computer-based installation called “Hidden Costs.”
Jared Bendis ’04 presented “Found in a Crowd.”
CIA faculty members Troy Richards, Knut
Hybinette, Gary Sampson, Dan Cuffaro ’91,
Charles Tucker and Saul Ostrow also partici-
pated in the festival. Larry also had a one-man
photography show at Studio 11 gallery in
Cleveland’s Tremont neighborhood in September.
Maxeen Stone Flower ’76 – had a solo exhibi-
tion, “Photographic Still Life Compositions,” at
the Humphrey Atrium Gallery, University
Hospitals, Cleveland.
Skip Sroka ’77 – had work included in the
book “Spectacular Homes.” He is also building
a new home in Washington, D.C.
Laura Von Stetina ’77 – was featured in “The
Art of Miniature XV Invitational” at the Snow
Goose Gallery, Bethlehem, PA, and in the “Oil
Painters of America 16th National Juried
Exhibition of Traditional Oils” at the Whistle
Pike Galleries, Fredricksburg, TX. She was also
recently awarded second place in pencil draw-
ing in the 2007 Miniature Art Society of
Florida’s International Exhibition. In addition,
her book, Mewingham Manor, Observations on a
Curious New Species, a collection of her draw-
ings, paintings and writings, has been released
in French and German editions. 
Barbara Klar ’78 – exhibited her jewelry at
several festivals over the summer on Fire
Island, NY, and is teaching wax carving and
metalsmithing in September and October in
her studio in Accord, New York.
Babs Reingold ’78 – was included in the
“Parallax Views” exhibition, which ran through
June at the Greene Contemporary Gallery in
Sarasota, FL. She is also in “Feminine
Mystique,” a show at the Jersey City Museum
that runs through February 18, 2008.
David Lee Csicsko ’80 – had work on view at
The Center for Visual and Performing Arts in
Munster, IN, in April.
Dierdre Daw ’80 – see Clague’59.
Andrea Serafino ’80 – see Clague ’59.
Mary Urbas ’80 – lectured on “Presenting and
Promoting Your Art” at the Geauga Arts
Networks Group meeting in July.
Linda Arbuckle ’81 – was in an exhibition at
the Santa Fe Clay Gallery in Santa Fe, NM in
August. She is also in “Eat With Your Eyes: An
Exhibition of Tables, Pottery and Food,” at the
Northern Clay Center in Minneapolis, MN,
that runs through November 4, 2007. Also
exhibiting in this show were Greg Pitts ’83,
Pete Scherzer ’95 and faculty members
William Brouillard and Judith Salomon.
Catherine Butler ’81 – see Roese ’71.
Ann Kearney ’81 – see Denk-Leigh (faculty).
Marsha Sweet ’81 – was in a group exhibition
of paintings and prints at Studio 18 Gallery in
New York City. Her work was also featured in
the Boston Printmakers’ Traveling Exhibition,
at Steward Hall Art Gallery in Montreal,
Canada, and at Adirondack Community
College in Queensbury, NY. In addition,
Marsha wrote “With and Against the Grain,”
an article that was featured in the Fall 2006
issue of Contemporary Expressions, and her print
of Madonna, a wood engraving, was commis-
sioned by the American Print Alliance for their
annual gift print to patrons and subscribers.
Tina Elkins ’82 – won the Jury Award for 
her body of work in the American Greetings
“Fine Lines” exhibition at SPACES Gallery in
Cleveland in August.
Anna Arnold ’83 – see Clague ’59.
Anne Kmieck ’83 – was one of three featured
artists in “Skinning the Eye,” an exhibition at
Cleveland State University. Her work in
“Fiberart International 2007” will be on tour
until the end of June 2008.   
Greg Pitts ’83 – see Arbuckle ’81.

notes Mark Sudduth ’83 – see Romanik ’89.
Christina Takacs Beecher ’84 – was one of
eight selected artists featured in “8 Visions,” an
exhibition that ran through July at the
Attleboro Arts Museum in Attleboro, MA. Her
oil paintings have also been featured in a
number of local shows near her hometown of
Mansfield, MA. Before pursuing her fine arts
career, she was employed as a project director
at Hasbro Toy Company in Pawtucket, RI.
Lucia De Marinis ’84 – won the first annual
“Instructor of the Year Award” at the Ottawa
School of Art’s Visual Arts Awards in June
2006. She has been teaching at the Ottawa
School of Art since 1988.
Britta Franz ’84 – freelances and teaches 
private art lessons at Painted Wings Fine Art
Studio, her personal studio, in Concord
Township, OH.
Robert Porter ’84 – graduated in May with a
master’s degree in Occupational Therapy from
Cleveland State University. He will be practic-
ing in pediatrics at Barrie Galvin and Associates
in Beachwood.
Dan Postotnik ’84 – see Clague ’59 and Roese ’71.
Carolyn Dougherty Alaburda ’85 – is now work-
ing for the Cleveland-based company Creativity
for Kids as a Product Development Manager.
Brian Joiner ’85 – is in the “Celebration of
Creativity: OAC Fellowships 1980–2005” exhi-
bition sponsored by the Ohio Arts Council at
the Riffe Gallery in Columbus. Lori Kella ’97
is also featured in the show, which remains on
view through October 7, 2007.  
Joan Neubecker ’85 – exhibited photographs
this summer in the 27th annual juried Six- 
State Photography Show at the Firelands
Association for the Visual Arts (FAVA) Gallery
in Oberlin.
Michelle Asher ’86 – was one of three fea-
tured artists in the June exhibition “Wearable
Works of Art,” at Mitchell Sotka, a gallery in
Rocky River, OH.
Paula Blackman ’86 – was one of the artists
featured in the Cleveland Museum of Art Staff
Invitational, shown at the Cuyahoga County
Public Library in Beachwood. Beth Wolfe ’87,
Dexter Davis ’90, Kimberly Grice ’98 and
James McNamara ’03 were also included in
the exhibition. Also see Less ’65.
Anne Beekman ’87 – recently joined the fac-
ulty of Chowan University in North Carolina
as a Professor of Fine and Graphic Arts. She
received her MFA in Graphic Design and
Illustration from Marywood University,
Scranton, PA, in July 2007.
Kathleen Digney ’87 – see Beukemann ’73.
Michael Pomerantz ’87 – exhibited his work in
July at the Cain Park Arts Festival in Cleveland
Heights. www.DrippingColors.com
Beth Wolfe ’87 – see Blackman ’86.
Joe Dehner ’88 – was promoted to the posi-
tion of Vice President – Small, Premium and
Family Vehicle Design at Chrysler Group. He
was previously the Director of Jeep/Truck
Design. Joe joined Chrysler in 1988 as a
designer and has held various positions and
titles within the company since then. In addi-
tion, since 1991 he has been teaching a
Chrysler-sponsored Transportation Design
class at The Cleveland Institute of Art. 
Nancy Markham ’88 – recently published the
novel, The Goddess of Highland Acres, a love
story narrated by two women living in differ-
ent times whose paths eventually cross when
one of the women dies. 
Ben Parsons ’88 – is an owner, along with his
business partner, of Azure Stained Glass Studio
in Cleveland’s Tremont neighborhood. He cre-
ates original pieces and restores stained glass
in homes and churches.
Deborah Pinter ’88 – see Roese ’71.
Phillip Zak ’88 – has been appointed Director
of Exterior Design for General Motors Europe.
He will head the exterior design of the Opel,
Vauxhall and Saab brands as well as the design
of certain Saturn lines for North America.
Zak’s portfolio includes the Chevrolet Cobalt,
the Pontiac G6 and the Pontiac GXP perform-
ance line.
Harriet Ballard ’89 – has a studio in Cleveland,
which she shares with other artists. She spent
the winter in San Miguel de Allende, in
Guanajuto, Mexico, where she had an exhibi-
tion in March.
David Buttram ’89 – was one of two artists in
“Urban Landscapes,” an exhibition this summer
at the Heights Arts Studio in Cleveland
Heights.
Kevin Geiger ’89 – left Walt Disney Feature
Animation to concentrate on his independent
film work with Simplistic Pictures and The
Animation Co-op. Kevin and his wife, Moon
Hwa Seun ’89, recently spoke at the fmx/07
conference in Stuttgart, Germany, where they
gave three presentations.

Bette Drake ’64 – had work represented in the
Biennial Exhibition of North American Clay, in
Guilford, CT, as well as the “Best of 2007,” at
the Ohio Crafts Museum in Columbus. Also see
Sweeney ’58.
Rebecca Kaler Langley ’64 – exhibited in the
62nd Annual May Show at the Mansfield Art
Center in late spring in Mansfield, OH. She
also spent the summer in Bolivia, traveling and
painting. Also see Gutzeit ’62.
Deborah Teas Lass ’64 – continues to teach
watercolor classes at the Grand Haven Area
Arts Council in Grand Haven, MI. She also
exhibits her water media paintings regionally
and state-wide.
Charlotte Less ’65 – is in “Outdoor Sculpture,”
an exhibition dispersed throughout various
locations in Massillon, OH. The show runs
through June 2008. Paula Blackman ’86 and
Zack Shocklee ’07 are also featured.
Paul Missal ’65 – retired last year after teach-
ing for 34 years at the Pacific Northwest
College of Art, having been awarded Faculty
Emeritus status. He continues to exhibition his
work and recently completed a mural for the
Benson Hotel in Portland, OR.
Ron Testa ’65 – has a collection of photo-
graphs, “Greetings from Wilmette,” at the
Wilmette Historical Society in Illinois that will
be on view until December 20, 2007.
Chuck Tramontana ’65 – designed for the
Reed and Barton Silver Co. and the Gorham
Silver Co., becoming the Gorham Co. Director
of Design for China, Crystal and Sliver
Divisions. He recently retired as Senior VP of
Design and as one of the principles of
Nachtmann USA, a German fine crystal manu-
facturer for major brand names including
Waterford, Tiffany, Ralph Lauren, Lenox,
Noritake and Mikasa. Chuck is currently enjoy-
ing the challenge of working with gold granu-
lation. He is a trustee at the Attleboro Arts
Museum and is curating the Schreckengost
Legacy Exhibition to be shown there
March–May 2008.
Jim Hackstedde ’68 – retired from Chrysler in
May after 39 years.
Milan Kecman ‘69 – see Johnson ’93. 
Carol Adams ’70 – was included in an exhibi-
tion this summer at the Artists of Rubber City
Gallery in Akron. She also has a solo show at
the Beachwood Art Center this November.
Gary Bukovnik ’71 – had a solo show in New
York City in October at the Campton Gallery.
He also has a solo exhibition of his watercolors
at the Yue Bao Gallery in Taipei, Taiwan, that
opens November 10.
Janice Kalman ’71 – owner of Kalman & Pabst
photo studios, had work included in “After
Hours: The Other Side of Commercial
Photography,” an exhibition that was at the
Lakeland Community College in Kirtland, OH,
this summer.
Tom Roese ’71 – had work featured in
“Animals in Art: An Exhibition of Works by the
Creative Artists/Faculty of Geauga Humane
Society’s Rescue Village and The Orange
Center,” at The Orange Art Center in Pepper
Pike, OH. Catherine Butler ’81, Dan
Postotnik ’84 and Deborah Pinter ’88 also
exhibited in the show.
David Wood ’71 – received an award for his
gum brichromate print entered in the Butler
Museum National midyear show in
Youngstown. He also had a black and white
print in Focus magazine.
John Nottingham ’72 – appeared on the
TODAY Show on July 23. The short segment,
which profiled Nottingham-Spirk Design
Associates located in Cleveland Heights, was
part of a series that featured unique people/
companies/hidden gems. John Spirk ’72 was
also included in the segment. Also see Johnson ’93.
Gary Spinosa ’72 – has a solo exhibition,
“Through Forests of Symbols,” at The
Sculpture Center in Cleveland, that runs
through October 27, 2007.
John Spirk ’72 – see Nottingham ’72 and 
Johnson ’93.
John Beukemann ’73 – exhibited his work at
the Art Walk in Chagrin Falls, OH, in July.
Gerald Rouge ’57 and Kathleen Digney ’87
also exhibited their work in the show.
Constance Pierce ’73 – was in “Artists’
Sketchbooks and Illustrated Diaries: Exploring
the In/Visible,” an exhibition shown at the
National Museum of Women in the Arts,
Washington, D.C., this summer.
David Ward ’73 – was featured in “Landscapes”
at the Baycrafters Center for the Fine Arts 
in Cleveland.
William Harper ’74 – see Buszkiewicz (faculty).
Kathleen Eberhard Yates ’74 – has worked as
an art educator for the Cleveland Municipal
School District for 33 years, with 19 total years
of experience as the Fine Arts Department
Chairperson at Audubon Junior High School,
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Dawn Tretock Hord ’89 – lives in Spencer,
OH, with her husband Tom and two children,
Autumn and Garrett. She is currently working
at Herschman Architects as a Fixture Plan
Project Leader.
Greg Martin ’89 – and Ed Zmarzly ’99 had
works in an installation at the Sculpture
Garden in Cleveland’s Tremont neighborhood
this summer.
Michael Romanik ’89 – received the NICHE
Award in the category of Metal-Enamel at the
February Buyers Market of American Craft
wholesale show in Philadelphia, PA, for his
“White-Breasted Nuthatch Brooch.” He also
received an Award of Distinction, along with
Mark Sudduth ’83 and CIA professor Brent
Young, at the Winter Park Sidewalk Festival in
Winter Park, FL.
Rita Schuenemann ’89 – was the featured
artist in the Katherine Crampton Memorial Art
Show, in July in the Hoover Auditorium at
Lake Chautauqua, NY.
Moon Hwa Seun ’89 – see Geiger ’89.
Molly Groom Alter ’90 – was included in the
“Topeka Competition 28”, Topeka, KS, a juried
national exhibition that supports artists work-
ing in three-dimensional media. Her work was
also featured in “Fine Art from the Forge,” an
exhibition that displayed the work of southern
Illinois blacksmiths.
Kristen Cliffel ’90 – see Sweeney ’58 and 
Clague ’59.
Dexter Davis ’90 – see Blackman ’86.
Patsy Kline ’90 – has been exhibiting her work
and work by other artists in Gallery U Haul, an
innovative mobile gallery in a rented truck that
visits locations from galleries to vacant lots. 
Kelly Palmer ’90 – see Sweeney ’58.
Kari Russell-Pool ’90 – had a solo show in 
July at the Dane Gallery in Nantucket, MA.
She also has a permanent installation at the
Smithsonian’s Luce Gallery. Her husband,
Marc Petrovic ’91, also had a solo show at the
Dane Gallery, and his exhibition, “Sense of
Place,” will be on view at the Fuller Craft
Museum in Brockton, MA, until November 2007.
Brian Bendis ’91 – is a comic writer at 
Marvel, and is one the main characters in a
new fiction comic novel, written by another
author, titled The Astonishing Adventures of 
Fan Boy and Goth Girl. 
Emily Blaser ’91 – is one of 11 artists pushing
the boundaries of collage in “Layers,” an exhi-
bition at Heights Arts Gallery in Cleveland Heights
through October that also includes works by
Liz Maugans (faculty) and alumni Wendy
Collin Sorin ’93 and Margaret Kimura ’94. 
Lisa Morgan Cencula ’91 – and her husband
Steve had a baby boy, Jack Morgan, in July.
Steve Cencula ’91 – see Lisa Cencula ’91.
Chris Lenart ’91 – was one of seven featured
designers in the exhibition “Design Values 2.”
The second annual show at the CIA’s FUTURE
Center showcased product design work of
CIA alumni and explored the creative
processes and problem solving behind the
design of contemporary consumer goods.
Frank Tyneski ’92, Eric Stoddard ’98, Aaron
Pizzuti ’99, Ryan Nagode ’03, Grady Hayes ’04
and Mike Tracz ’04 were the other featured
designers. Chris also heads Lenartstudios, a
San Francisco-based firm that creates brand-
building products for a variety of industries.
Marc Petrovic ’91 – see Russell-Pool ’90.

Kathleen Van Meter ’91 – created an installa-
tion piece called “Mined Games” at the artseen,
a new gallery in Vermilion, OH.
Frank Tyneski ’92 – see Lenart ’91.
Lucette Johnson ’93 – participated in the 
“Year of the Pig” sculpture installation in
Cleveland, celebrating the Year of the Pig on
the Chinese calendar. Over 40 fiberglass pig
sculptures were displayed throughout the
summer. Melvin Rose ’40, Milan Kecman ’69,
John Nottingham ’72 and John Spirk ’72
also participated. 
Wendy Collin Sorin ’93 – see Blaser ’91.
Mark Trageser ’93 – recently won a Staples
Invention Quest Award in the Adult Category
for his invention the No Poke Pin, a pushpin
similar to a thumbtack that won’t leave holes
in items. Mark is a toy designer in Los Angeles.
Margaret Kimura ’94 – see Blaser ’91.
Kevin Snipes ’94 – see Sweeney ’58.
Andrea LeBlond ’95 – see Sweeney ’58.
Pete Scherzer ’95 – see Sweeney ’58 and Greg
Pitts ’83.
Jeanetta Ho ’96 – exhibited her sculptures in
the July “MuseCraft” show at the Standing
Rock Gallery in Kent, OH. She also exhibited
her work at this year’s Waterloo Arts Festival
in North Collinwood, OH.
Lori Kella ’97 – see Joiner ’85.
Zack Petroc ’97 – has been living in Los Angeles
with his wife and son, working as a freelance
art director for feature films and games. He
was recently a featured artist in d’artiste:
Character Modeling 2 by Ballistic Publishing.
Zack has also been training a number of artists
in the field of digital sculpting and art direct-
ing, and preparing to teach a class on human
anatomy and creature design at Studio Arts,
one of Los Angeles’ 3D animation and visual
effects schools. www.zackpetroc.com
Susan Danko ’98 – was one of the artists in
“19,” Asterisk Gallery’s 3rd annual exhibition
of 19 emerging artists. Loren Naji ’98, Amy
Casey ’99 and Chris Zahner ’00 were also 
featured in the Cleveland exhibition.
Kimberly Grice ’98 – see Blackman ’86.
Loren Naji ’98 – had work in the 2007
National Juried Exhibition at the Phoenix
Gallery in New York City this summer. 
Also see Danko ’98.
Eric Stoddard ’98 – see Lenart ’91.
Timothy Callaghan ’99 – exhibited his work
over the summer at the reopened William
Busta Gallery in downtown Cleveland.
Phillip Lynam ’99 – had a solo exhibition at
Gallery 305A at the Illinois Central College in
East Peoria, IL. He is also part of a group exhi-
bition, “Fall Gallery Walk,” at the Dean
Johnson Gallery in Indianapolis, IN, that runs
until October 25. 
Aaron Pizzuti ’99 – see Lenart ’91.
Nicholas Vardis ’99 – works at Chrysler and
was the recipient of the 2007 Award for Spirit
of Industrial Design at the Second Annual
EyesOn Design Awards at the North American
International Auto Show. 
Katsue Zimmerman ’99 – see Sweeney ’58.
Ed Zmarzly ’99 – see Martin ’89.
Dana Schutz ’00 – exhibited in “Stand By
Earth Man” at the Zach Feuer Gallery in New
York City. This was the Brooklyn-based artist’s
third solo show with the gallery.
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Chris Zahner ’00 – was one of the artists in
the July show “Bottle Rocket,” at Pop Shop
Gallery in Lakewood. Also see Danko ’98.
Lauralee Hutson ’01 – was one of three 
artists in “Objectify,” an exhibition this past
July focusing on fine craft created by Cleveland
artists at Level Three Gallery in Cleveland.
Tim Gaewsky ’01 – is celebrating the one-
year anniversary of his company, RejectEffect,
a Detroit, MI, based interdisciplinary arts 
collaborative that attempts to engage all 
possibilities of human enjoyment through
painting, photography or public interventions. 
www.rejecteffect.com
Terry Clark ’02 – exhibited his work in 
“Toxic Color,” a juried show at Exit gallery in
Cleveland, in July. Jenniffer Omaitz ’02 and
Scott Goss ’06 were also in the show.
Michelle Droll ’02 – exhibited her mixed
media sculpture in “Side by Side,” a group
exhibition at The Museum of Contemporary
Art (MOCA) in Cleveland last spring.
Theresa Galido ’02 – recently moved to 
New York City, where she is an art director for
DIGITAS, an interactive agency that is part of
the Publicis Groupe. She worked on the redesign
of the American Express website and is cur-
rently working on online branding for OPEN,
the small business unit of American Express. 
Chris Landau ’02 – recently started his own
company, N Formation Design, which develops
interactive 3D media. www.nformationdesign.com
Micah Leibowitz ’02 – is the owner and 
creative director of MBL Design, LLC, in
Cleveland Heights. He was recently profiled in
the employment section of The Plain Dealer.
Jenniffer Omaitz ’02 – had a solo exhibition,
“The Quality of Light,” in September at the
Sandy Carson Gallery in Denver, CO. Also see
Clark ’02.
Eric Zimmerman ’02 – was one of the 2007
recipients of The Arch and Anne Giles
Kimbrough Fund Award given by the Dallas
Museum of Art. He also received a full scholar-
ship to The Vermont Studio Center for a four
week residency beginning June 2008. His work
was featured in September at Art Palace
Gallery in Austin, TX, as well as in the
September ’07 issue of ArtL!es magazine.
Rebecca Chappell ’03 – see Sweeney ’58.
Ben Grasso ’03 – had drawings in “The
Atrocity Exhibition,” a group show that repre-
sented destruction and disaster in July at the
Thierry Goldberg Projects gallery in New York
City. Ben’s work was also featured in an exhi-
bition at Agenzia, a gallery in Bologna, Italy. 
Matthew Hamby ’03 – was featured in the solo
exhibition “Smoke Filled Jelly Doughnuts,” at the
Southgate House in Newport, KY, in September.
James McNamara ’03 – see Blackman ’86.
Ryan Nagode ’03 – see Lenart ’91.
Allison O’Daniel ’03 – has been accepted into
the MFA studio art program at the University
of California, Irvine, and completed a nine-week
residency at the Skowhegan School of Painting
and Sculpture in New York City this summer.
Alicia Basinger ’04 – see Sweeney ’58.
Jared Bendis ’04 – see Coleman ’76.
Tony Bowden ’04 – see Loesel ’07.
Rebecca Chizeck ’04 – is working at the
Seattle Art Museum, and had her first solo
show at Pitcairn Scott Gallery in Seattle, WA.
Her work was also included in the Pilchuck
Glass School’s annual auction and exhibition of
international glass in Seattle, and in shows by
the Seattle Metals Guild and Bahia Street Station. 
Grady Hayes ’04 – see Lenart ’91.
Anne Kibbe ’04 – was one of nine artists in
“Z9–Nine Artists from Zygote Press,” an exhi-
bition last May at Heights Arts Gallery,
Cleveland Heights. Christine Birchfield ’06
and Denise Stewart ’06 were also involved in
Z9. Kibbe’s work was featured in “Art of Space,”
a 10-year anniversary exhibition for Studio
Graphique, a Cleveland-based brand development
consultancy and environmental graphic design
firm; and in “First Impressions” at Beachwood
Community Center with faculty members 
Liz Maugins and Jen Craun, and Denise
Stewart ’06 during September and October.
Vember Stuart-Lilley ’04 – lives and works in
Los Angeles for GUESS Inc. as a Special
Products Manager for the United States and
Canada. She also teaches a class on Interior
Design at the California Institute of Design.
Matt Neff ’04 – see Solary ’04.
Ryan Sciandra ’04 – is living in New York City
and working for Art+Commerce, a high-end
fashion and commercial photography agency.

Tony Solary ’04 – and Matt Neff ’04 have their
own business, Flipline Studios. One 
of their latest games can be found on
www.kongregate.com, the “You Tube” of
games. Tony and Matt were featured in an arti-
cle in Cleveland’s The Plain Dealer in June.
Mike Tracz ’04 – see Lenart ’91.
Josh Cole ’05 – married Kristen Modarelli ’05
on June 22, 2007, in Youngstown. Josh recently
graduated with an MFA in Glass from Tyler
School of the Arts, Temple University,
Philadelphia, PA.
Courtenay Finn ’05 – curated “Lip Service,” 
a multi-media exhibition at Front Room Gallery
in Cleveland. She is pursuing a master’s degree
in art education at Case Western Reserve
University. Courtenay worked at Printworks in
New York City this summer.
Molly Fitzpatrick ’05 – is a designer at
Maharam Textiles in North Carolina.
Bridget Jesionowksi ’05 – graduated with an
MFA in Painting from Claremont Graduate
University (CGU) in Claremont, CA, in May.
She plans to continue at CGU to earn a Ph.D.
in Cultural Studies. Bridget is a full-time staff
member in the Office of Advancement at CGU,
and she also recently co-curated the exhibition
“Moving Past Present,” at CGU. 
Sarah Laing ’05 – is currently enrolled in an MFA
program at Pratt Institute in New York City.
Natalie Lanese ’05 – had a solo exhibition,
“Wallpaper,” at Jack the Pelican Presents, in
Brooklyn, NY.
Jessica Langley ’05 – was featured, along 
with Brooke Inman ’06 and Valerie Molnar ’06,
in the Virginia Commonwealth University
School of the Arts Painting and Printmaking
MFA Candidates exhibition titled “When We
Go Swimming.” 
Kristen Modarelli ’05 – see Cole ’05.
Cecelia Phillips ’05 – exhibited her work in
“Daydreams Being the Thing of Which I’m
Mostly Made” at the William Busta Gallery in
downtown Cleveland this summer. 
Peter Reichardt ’05 – has recently graduated
with an MFA from Washington State
University. While at WSU, Peter was the
department coordinator for the Printmaking
Department, taught beginning Printmaking
courses as well as a foundation drawing course,
and served as an advisor and committee
member for several BFA Candidate Thesis
shows. He spent this summer backpacking
through Alaska and the Yukon working on a
large scale mapping/drawing project.
Ben Rodriguez ’05 – was accepted into the
MFA program at the Tisch School of the Arts
at New York University. He plans to study doc-
umentary and narrative films. 
Freeland Southard ’05 – see Sweeney ’58.
Katie Addcox ’06 – is currently enrolled in an
MFA program at Columbia College in Chicago.
Nina Barcellona ’06 – is a photography 
assistant at Steve Vacariello Photography in
New York City. She worked as a staff photog-
rapher for Garnett Publishing in Cleveland 
over the summer.
Tricia Barkman ’06 – is working at the Jayne
Wexler Photography Studio in New York City.
Christine Birchfield ’06 – see Kibbe ’04.
Richard Glowacki ’06 – see Sweeney ’58.
Joshua Gnizak ’06 – is employed in the Cuyahoga
County Recorder’s Office in the Veterans
Affairs Community Outreach Department.
Scott Goss ’06 – see Clark ’02.
Brooke Inman ’06 – see Langley ’05.
Adam LaPorta ’06 – works at the Cleveland
Museum of Art as a Digital Imaging Specialist.
Valerie Molnar ’06 – completed a residency at
Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture in
New York City this summer. Also see Langley ’05.
Mark A. Reigelman II ’06 – unveiled an instal-
lation of site-specific public furniture pieces
titled “The Stair Squares” on the steps of 
New York’s Brooklyn Borough Hall in August.
Mark also received a Wingate Fellowship
Achievement from The International Sculpture
Center in 2006.
Salvatore Schiciano ’06 – painted a large 
mural on the back wall of the Bronze Boar, 
a tavern in Toledo.
Denise Stewart ’06 – see Kibbe ’04.
Austin Bates ’07 – see Bute ’07 and Casey ’99 (staff).
Adrienne Borkowski ’07 – see Bute ’07. 
Emily Bute ’07 – displayed her recent work at
Gallery M in the Loft Works Building,
Cleveland. The exhibition, “Party’s Over,” also
featured the work of Austin Bates ’07,
Adrienne Borkowski ’07, Emily Embrescia ’07,
Andrea Henry ’07 and Demitra Thomloudis
’07. Emily was also in the “Fusion” exhibition at 
the Recreation & Parks Cultural Center in
Columbus in September.

PRESIDENT DAVID L. DEMING ’67 AND STAFF MEMBERS FROM INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 
VISITED ALUMNI IN CALIFORNIA IN JUNE. IN SAN FRANCISCO, ALUMNI ENJOYED A VERY PLEASANT
EVENING IN THE HOME AND STUDIO OF PAINTER GARY BUKOVNIK ’71. IN LOS ANGELES, GRADU-
ATES OF CLASSES RANGING FROM 1934 TO 2005, INCLUDING 97-YEAR-OLD ZELLA E. MARGGRAF ’44
(ABOVE WITH DEMING) ENJOYED A FUN NIGHT OUT IN A CULVER CITY GALLERY. NEXT STOP: 
NEW YORK CITY! PLEASE WATCH THE E-NEWSLETTER FOR DETAILS. NOT ON OUR E-MAILING LIST?
CONTACT FRIENDS@CIA.EDU.
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Jon N. Cotterman ’07 – see Casey ’99 (staff).
Meredith Cowden ’07 – see Whalley ’07.
Melissa Doeberling ’07 – has work in “Visage
and Vestige: Mapping the Human Subject in
Contemporary Photography.” The exhibition, 
a collaborative project between CIA and The
Cleveland Foundation, is on display at the
foundation’s offices until October 24, 2007.
Craig Rockwell ’07 and current students Sarah
Balch ’08, Laura Bell ’08, Jerry Birchfield ’09,
Tanya Shteinfield ’09 and David Kovaluk ’10
are also in the show. 
Emily Embrescia ’07 – see Bute ’07.
Kidist Getachew MFA ’07 – was awarded a
$10,000 fellowship from The Toby Fund in May
to help foster the next creative and productive
phase of her career. Kidist was one of 10 stu-
dents nationally who received the fellowship.
Andrea Henry ’07 – see Bute ’07.
Chris Istenes ’07 – participated in a civil dis-
course at The Bainbridge Library on “The
Benefits of Going ‘Green’ vs. the Cost” in July. 
Kate Kisicki ’07 – enrolled in an MFA program
at the Virginia Commonwealth University.
Michael Lehto MFA ’07 – see Coleman ’76.
Katie Loesel ’07 – was chosen as one of four
artists to be shown in the 2007–08 year at the
Bundy Center for the Arts in Waitsfield, VT.
Katie also participated in an exhibition at the
Glass Curtain Gallery in Chicago, held in con-
junction with Columbia College Center for the
Book Festival and Printer’s Row Book Fair. CIA
faculty members Eugene Pawlowski ’65, Ann
Kearney ’81, Tony Bowden and Troy Richards
also had work in the exhibition. Also see Denk-
Leigh (faculty).
Ryan Pattison ’07 – see Tacha ’07.
Janna Prilutsky ’07 – received an Honorable
Mention award at the third-annual industrial
design competition, “Eye for Why,” sponsored
by Dyson Inc. and IDSA. Her design combined
HEPA filtration and manual dusting into 
one product. 
Scott Robertson ’07 – see Casey ’99 (staff).
Craig Rockwell ’07 – see Doeberling ’07.
Brittany Ruccella ’07 – displayed her environ-
mentally-conscious clothing line in a runway
show at Fashion Week Cleveland in May. She
also won a 2007 Vision Award for Entrepreneurial
Thinking for her eco-friendly clothing designs.
Samantha Schartman ’07 – see Tacha ’07 and
Coleman ’76.
Zach Shocklee ’07 – see Lees ’65 (staff).
Thomas Spoerndle ’07 – was accepted into the
MFA program at Hunter College, City
University of New York. Also see Tacha ’07.
Leah Tacha ’07 – exhibited her work in
“Process in Art: Accumulation and Transition,” a
show at The Cleveland Foundation in May.
Ryan Pattison ’07, Samantha Schartman ’07,
Thomas Spoerndle ’07 and current students
Nick Adorni ’09, Laura Bell ’08, Nick Moenich
’08 and Kyle Schulz ’10 also were included in
the show.
Demitra Thomloudis ’07 – see Bute ’07.

faculty & staff 

Ben Blount (Director of Extended Studies +
Community Outreach) – was one of 23 African
American book artists featured the exhibition
“We, Too, Are Book Artists” at the Minnesota
Center for the Book Arts in Minneapolis during
August and September. Also see Denk-Leigh (faculty).
Tony Bowden (Adjunct Faculty, Drawing and
Printmaking) – see Denk-Leigh (faculty).
Bill Brouillard (Professor, Ceramics) – see 
Clague ’59 and Pitts ’83
Kathy Buszkiewicz (Department Head and
Professor, Jewelry + Metals) – is in the exhibition
at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, “Jewelry
by Artists: The Daphne Farago Collection.” The
show runs until March 5, 2008. The works of
William Harper ’74 and John Paul Miller ’40
(Professor Emeritus) are also included.
David Carrier (Professor, Liberal Arts) – lectured
recently in Vilnius, Helsinki, and Chicago. His
book on the art museum was discussed on
National Public Radio. In September he partici-
pated in a conference on world art history at
the Sainsbury Center, England. A collection of
his lectures is forthcoming in Greek, as is his 
A World Art History (Penn State Press). He was
recently published in Artforum and ArtUs.
Amy Casey ’99 (Reinberger Galleries) – was one
of three artists featured in a Parish Hall exhibi-
tion this summer in Cleveland. In September,
she was one of the artists in “Recent Works,”
an exhibition at Gallery West, on Cuyahoga
Community College’s Western Campus in
Parma. Austin Bates ’07, Jon N. Cotterman ’07
and Scott Robertson ’07 were also featured in
that exhibition. Also see Danko ’98.

Jen Craun (Adjunct faculty, Printmaking) – see
Kibbe ’04.
Shelley Costa Bloomfield (Adjunct Faculty,
Liberal Arts) – is looking forward to her book,
The Everything Guide to Edgar Allan Poe (Adams
Media, 2007), appearing in book stores this fall.
It covers the life, work, and legacy of the
father of detective fiction.
Maggie Denk-Leigh (Assistant Professor and
Department Head, Printmaking) – was chosen to
curate a regional selection of work as part of
Action/Interaction: Book/Art Conference at
the Columbia College Center for the Book &
Paper Arts. Other Institute faculty/staff partic-
ipating were Gene Pawlowski ’65, Troy
Richards, Tony Bowden and Ben Blount;
alumni Katie Loesel ’07 and Ann Kearney ’81
also exhibited work. Denk-Leigh was included
in the: 2007 Mid-American Print Council Juried
Exhibition, “Safety-Kleen” in Gallery One, 
Elgin College, Elgin, IL.
Gretchen Goss (Chair, Material Culture
Environment; Professor, Enameling) – will have
work included in “Enamel Experience —
International Badge Exhibition,” work inspired
by the enamel badge collection at The
Museum der Arbeit during November and
December at the museum in Hamburg,
Germany. The traveling show will be on display
at Velvet da Vinci Gallery in San Francisco,
January and February 2008; the National
Ornamental Metal Museum in Memphis,
April–June 2008; and the Society for
Contemporary Craft in Pittsburgh, September
2008–January 2009.
Matthew Hollern (Dean of Faculty; Professor,
Jewelry + Metals) – attended the Society of
North American Goldsmiths conference in
Memphis this past summer and gave a presen-
tation on sustainability in curricula at the New
Media Consortium conference in Indianapolis.
He was part of the 3D Team in the Guerilla
Studio at the SIGGRAPH conference in San
Diego (see page 4) where he also presented a
lecture. Two of Hollern’s works were selected
for publication in Lark Books’ 500 Metal
Vessels, due out this fall. He is in the invita-
tional exhibition, “The Anti-War Medals Show
— Artists Respond to War,” at the Thomas
Mann Gallery I/O in New Orleans and is creat-
ing two Distinguished Service Awards for the
Canadian Standards Association.
Robert Jergens ’60 (Professor Emeritus) – had 
a solo show at the Walker Gallery in Chicago
earlier this year and exhibited in a group 
show at the Butler Institute of American Art 
in Youngstown.
Sarah Kabot (Assistant Professor, Foundation) –
was in “TRACE,” a four-person exhibition at
the Kirkland Arts Center, in Kirkland
Washington, and had a solo exhibition,
“Retreat,” at Raw & Co. Gallery in Cleveland.
Kasumi (Associate Professor, T.I.M.E. – Digital
Arts, Foundation) – had an excerpt of her new
film “Ugoku” screened at SIGGRAPH 07.
“Ugoku” premiered at The Sapporo
International Short Film Festival in September.
She was commissioned to create a 12-minute
film for the Cain Park production of “NINE”
and was invited to participate in CAMP
(Creative Arts and Music Project), a biennial
festival held this year at Stuttgart's
Württembergischer Kunstverein in August. 
Her film “The Free Speech Zone” was screened
at the Expresion en Corto at San Miguel de
Allende and Guatajuato, Mexico in July and
also both at the Milano Film Festival and the
Split Film Festival in Croatia this fall.
Julie Langsam (Department Head and Associate
Professor, Painting) – was named the first recipi-
ent of the Joseph Motto Chair (see page 2).
She exhibited her work over the summer in “A
House Is Not A Home” at Caren Golden Fine
Art in New York City and is curator of “The
Big Bang” portion of the alumni exhibition 
celebrating the Institute’s 125th anniversary
(see page 2). Langsam was an Artist Portfolio
Mentor at this year’s CAA conference in NYC.
Liz Maugans (Adjunct Faculty Member, Printmaking
and Drawing) – see Blaser ’91 and Kibbe ’04.
John Paul Miller ’40 (Professor Emeritus) – see
Deike ’12 and Buszkiewicz (faculty).
Saul Ostrow (Chair, Visual Arts and Technologies
Environment; Department Head, Sculpture;
Professor, Painting) – co-chaired with Gary
Sampson the conference, Art/Design/Knowledge:
Developing a Leadership Position in Graduate
Education, funded by The Cleveland
Foundation. He also wrote exhibition cata-
logue essays for: Robert Youds at the Gallery
of Greater Victoria, B.C.; Richard Roth, chair of
painting at Virginia Commonwealth University;
Hildur Asgeirdottir Jonsson’s exhibition at
William Busta Gallery; “The Big Bang” alumni
exhibition celebrating Institute's 125th
anniversary (see page 2); the London exhibition
of the Belgian artist Bram Bogart. He also
wrote an article for Art in America on the David
O'Doherty/ Patrick Ireland retrospective at the
Gray Art Gallery, New York University, and an
entry, “On Identity and the Spectacle” for the
Encyclopedia of Identity. Ostrow sat on a panel
at The Chautauqua Institution on the state of

art and criticism. This fall, he will travel to
Victoria, B.C. to do a symposium and crits with
the MFA students at the University of Victoria.
Gene Pawlowski ’65 (Professor, Communication
Design) – was awarded the Institute’s presti-
gious Viktor Schreckengost Teaching Award 
at the 2007 commencement ceremony.
Pawlowski began teaching at the Institute in
1966. Also see Denk-Leigh (faculty).
Troy Richards (Assistant Professor and
Coordinator, Drawing) – see Denk-Leigh (faculty)
and Larry Coleman ’76.
Judith Salomon (Department Head and
Professor, Ceramics) – see Clague ’59 and Pitts ’83.
Gary Sampson (Associate Dean, Graduate
Studies; Professor, Liberal Arts) – chaired a ses-
sion of the College Art Association annual
conference earlier this year on the meaning of
photography in contemporary culture. He was
awarded a Baker-Nord Center for the
Humanities Scholarship for Fall 2007 and will
participate in the related seminar on the
theme “CityScapes.” Sampson was promoted
to full professor in May and gave a talk in June
at The Cleveland Museum of Art on Ansel
Adams and Group f64, in conjunction with the
jointly sponsored CMA/CIA exhibition, “Ansel
Adams: A Legacy.” Also see Ostrow (faculty) and
Larry Coleman ’76.
Viktor Schreckengost ’29 (Professor Emeritus)
– see Deike ’12.
Petra Soesemann ’77 (Environment Chair and
Professor, Foundation) – will visit Turkey this
fall to experience artworks and installations of
the 10th International Istanbul Biennial and to
tour Ephesus, one of the world’s most exten-
sive and complete Greco-Roman cities.
Julian Stanczak ’54 (Professor Emeritus) – has a
solo show at the Contemporary Arts Center in
Cincinnati on view through February. The
exhibition coincides with the unveiling of
Stanczak’s mural for Fifth Third Bank that
faces the Contemporary Arts Center (see
photo this page). He is among three artists
featured in “Director’s Choice” at the Canton
Museum of Art through October.
Corey Thrush ’99 (Director of Admissions) – 
see Clague ’59.
Barry Underwood (Assistant Professor and
Department Head, Film, Video and Photographic
Arts) – attended the thematic residency
“Imaginary Places” at the Banff Centre in
Alberta Canada. Thirty-three artists were
selected for this program from an interna-
tional pool of candidates. His visit was made
possible by grants from the Banff Centre and
the Institute’s Faculty Development Committee.
Christian Wulffen (Associate Professor,
Foundation) – presented “How to Improve
Your English” at the McDonough Museum of
Art, Youngstown State University, during June
and July. The installation investigated both
visual and structural systems of language and
was presented in outdoor billboards, posters
and an installation within the museum.
Brent Kee Young (Department Head and
Professor, Glass) – has work included in an art
glass collection at the new Hotel Murano,
opening this November in Tacoma, Washington.

in memoriam – alumni

Anthony Smeraldi ’44 – passed away on 
May 19, at his home in Fairview Park, OH. The
retired president of Allegro Art Studio, a com-
mercial-art business, was 85 years old.  
Phillip Lash ’45 – died May 29, at age 86. He
founded Moskey Dental Laboratory with his
father and was a member of many professional
associations. The WWII veteran was an avid
golfer and tennis player well into his 70s. He is
survived by two sons and five grandchildren.
Leonarda “Lee” Coolidge ’48 – passed away
on July 13 at age 83. She was a commercial
artist throughout her adult life.
Elmer Zarney ’49 – passed away August 18 in
Medina. Elmer was The WWII veteran, having
served in the U.S. Army Air Corps as a recon-
naissance pilot. He was a founding and serving
member of Medina Community Design
Committee, and charter/life member of the
Medina County Art League. He is survived by
his wife Betty and three children.
Henry J. Williamson ’50 – died July 6 at age
87. Until retirement, he worked at the National
Screw & Manufacturing Co., where he
designed the covers for the company’s in-
house magazine and created their mascot. He
also made signs for businesses in Cleveland’s
Forest Hills area, as well as painted portraits
and other subjects on motorcycles. Henry put
his creativity to use in the army during WWII,
where he created nameplates for officers’
desks, painted scenery for stage productions,
and did lettering on military vehicles. He
moved to Akron while still in the service and
attended The Cleveland Institute of Art with
the help of the G.I. Bill. He is survived by his
wife and three children.
Thomas Forsythe White ’55 – passed away
May 30 at 75. He is survived by his wife and
three daughters.
Melvyn J. Rozen ’65 – passed away on May 23.
He had recently retired from Ohio Dominican
University where he taught for 34 years as a
Professor of Art and Visual Communication.
He is survived by his son and daughter.
Jack H. White ’66 – passed away at his home
in Tampa, FL, on August 10 at age 64.  After
graduation, White began a teaching career at
Layton School of Art. He became one of the
seven co-founders of the Milwaukee School of
Art, where he eventually served as president
and secured North Central and NASAD recog-
nition for the school. In 1989, White left
Milwaukee to become the head of Graphic
Design at the Atlanta College of Art and
Design. He returned to Milwaukee in 1994 to
found and become president of Jack White
Design. White is survived by his partner Bob
Tambellini and four siblings.
Luba Slodov ’74 – died on July 18, in
Warrensville Heights, OH. She was 73 years
old. She was a Holocaust survivor who was
born in Lithuania and emigrated to the United
States in 1949 with her sister and mother. Until
she retired four years ago, Luba was an art
instructor at Case Western Reserve University
who also conducted art therapy sessions at senior
centers. She is survived by her four children.
Jerzy Perkitny ’87 – died at age 60 in April.
Originally from Poland, he was an inventor and
industrial designer. He is survived by his wife
and two sons.

“ADDITIVE,” BY PROFESSOR EMERITUS JULIAN STANCZAK ’54, IS A CITY-BLOCK-LONG, FIVE-

STORY HIGH RELIEF MURAL ON THE FACADE OF CINCINNATI’S FIFTH THIRD BANK BUILDING.
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Alums to Share Enthusiasm with Prospective Students

The Cleveland Institute of Art is spreading a wider net than
ever, meeting with prospective students across the country 
at college fairs and National Portfolio Days. The office of
Admissions and Student Affairs is looking for alumni willing to
be a part of our alumni network of Admissions AffiCIAnados
and join us at these events to informally meet with prospective
students and their parents, share their personal student experi-
ences and describe their career path.

To learn more, please contact Amy Bartter, director of annual giving and 
alumni relations, at 216-421-7412 or abartter@cia.edu or visit our website at
www.cia.edu/admissions for a list of the college fairs and National Portfolio Days 
we plan to visit. One of these may be in your neighborhood! 

The Schreckengost Teaching Award Committee
requests nominations for the Institute’s prestigious
award of faculty achievement for 2008. The award is
named for its first recipient, Professor Emeritus
Viktor Schreckengost ’29, and recognizes teaching
excellence over a period of at least 10 years, a record
of teaching excellence, service to students beyond
the classroom and a distinguished professional record.

For a nomination form, please contact Tanya 
Lee Shadle in the Office of Academic Affairs at 
tshadle@cia.edu or 216-421-7438. Completed 
nomination forms should be submitted to Tanya by
January 31, 2008.

Past Schreckengost 
Teaching Award Recipients 

Viktor Schreckengost ’29
Kenneth Bates
William Brouillard
Kathy Buszkiewicz
H. Carroll Cassill
Joseph Cintron ’54
Richard Fiorelli ’74
Robert Jergens ’60
John Paul Miller ’40
Julian Stanczak ’54
Clarence Van Duzer ’45
Ralph Woehrman ’66
Gene Pawlowski ’65

Call for Nominations
Schreckengost Teaching Award

WANTED
BY THE CIA

YOU

Stay Connected! Directory will Offer a New Link to Classmates, Professors, Alma Mater
The alumni office, in cooperation with Harris Direct, is publishing the first compre-
hensive Cleveland Institute of Art Directory since 1977. It will include contact information
for alumni as well as current and former faculty. Shortly, CIA alumni will be receiving
more information from Harris about the directory to confirm contact information 
for accuracy. 

Questions? Contact Amy Bartter, director of alumni relations and annual
giving, at abartter@cia.edu or 216-421-7412.

LEND YOUR VOICE

The Cleveland Institute of Art is in the process of seeking renewed accreditation
by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD). At press time,
faculty leaders were compiling a self-study document in connection with this
effort. Please visit www.cia.edu to add your voice to our planning process. We
value the insights of our alumni and friends and look forward to including your
commentary in our final report to NASAD.

online alumni gallery


